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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS OFFICE LTD 

ABN 72 002 880 864 

Directors' Report for the year ended 30 June 2022 

Your directors present this report on the Entity for the financial year ended 30 June 2022. 

Directors 

The following persons held the office of director during the year and up to report date: 

Dr Bronwyn Darlington 

Dr Kate Galloway 

The Hon. Michael Barker 

Mr Pepe Clarke 

Ms Catherine Hathaway 

Prof Jan McDonald 

Mr Joe Morrison 

Mr Phillip Vernon 

Mr Brent Wallace 

Ms Rachel Eberhard 

Ms Sasha Purcell 

Principal Activities 

The principal activity of the Entity during the financial year was the Provision of Environmental Law Services. 
There have been no significant changes in the nature of these activities during the year. 

Short-term and Long-term Objectives 

The Entity's short-term objectives are: 
• Effective legal protection of the environment
• An empowered community
• Leadership & influence
• A dynamic sustainable organisation

The Entity's long-term objective is to contribute to a sustainable environment protected through the rule of 
law. 

Strategies 

To achieve its stated objectives, the Entity has adopted the following strategies: 
Public interest lawyering 

• Policy and law reform
• Community legal education
• Multi-disciplinary approach supported by sound science
• Communications and media.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS OFFICE LTD 

ABN 72 002 880 864 

Directors' Report (continued) 

for the year ended 30 June 2022 

Information on Directors 

Dr Bronwyn Darlington, Chairperson 
Founder and CEO, Agscent Pty Ltd 
Appointed 23/10/2013 

Ms Catherine Hathaway 
Chief People & Transformation Officer, Graincorp 
Appointed 29/06/2018 

Mr Joe Morrison 
Director, Six Seasons Pty Ltd 
Appointed 07/06/2019, Stepped Down 25/11/2021 

Prof Jan McDonald, Secretary 
Professor of Environmental and Climate Law, University of Tasmania 
Appointed 07/06/2019 

The Hon. Michael Barker 
Former judge of the Federal Court of Australia 
Appointed 03/09/2019 

Dr Kate Galloway, Deputy Chairperson 
Associate Professor of Law at Griffith University 
Appointed 03/09/2019 

Mr Pepe Clarke 
Oceans Practice Leader of WWF 
Appointed 04/09/2019 

Mr Phillip Vernon 
Consultant and former Managing Director of Australian Ethical Super 
Appointed 06/09/2019 

Mr Brent Wallace 
Co-founder of Galileo Kaleidoscope (GALKAL) 
Appointed 21/05/2020 

Ms Rachel Eberhard 
Environmental Consultant and Researcher at Queensland University of Technology 
Appointed 17/12/2020 

Ms Sasha Purcell 
Consultant 
Appointed 25/11/2021; Stepped Down 25/01/2022 
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Meetings of Directors 

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS OFFICE LTD 

ABN 72 002 880 864 

Directors' Report (continued) 

for the year ended 30 June 2022 

During the financial year, five meetings of directors were held. Attendances by each director were as 
follows: 

Director 

Dr Bronwyn Darlington (Chair) 

Ms Catherine Hathaway 

Mr Joe Morrison 

. Prof Jan McDonald 

The Hon. Michael Barker 

Mr Pepe Clarke 

Dr Kate Galloway 

Mr Phillip Vernon 

Mr Brent Wallace 

Ms Rachel Eberhard 

Ms Sasha Purcell 

Key Performance Measures 

Number eligible to attend Number attended 

5 5 

5 3 

3 1 

5 5 

5 4 

5 4 

5 4 

5 4 

5 4 

5 5 

1 0 

The Entity measures its performance through the use of both qualitative and quantitative indicators which 
are identified in the Strategic Plan of the organisation and accompanying dashboards. These are 
approved and monitored through verbal and written reports to the Board of Directors. Copies of the plan 
and dashboards are available to members on request. 

After Balance Date Events 

No other known matters or circumstances have arisen since the end of the financial year which 
significantly affected or may significantly affect the Entity's operations, the results of those operations or 
the state of affairs of the Entity in subsequent financial years. 

Future Developments 

The Entity expects to maintain the present status and a similar level of operations. EDO Ltd has been 
largely dependent on grants as its major source of income. Although the level of income from grants from 
the Public Purpose Fund and from the Commonwealth Government has decreased to zero since 2012, a 
range of alternative grants have been secured for its activities until 30 June 2022. At the same time, EDO 
Ltd has and continues to increase the proportion of its income from alternative independent sources such 
as philanthropy, donations and fees; it has significant contributions secured for 2022-2023. 

Environmental Issues 

The Entity's operations are not regulated by any significant environmental regulation under a law of the 
Commonwealth or of a State or Territory. 
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Dividends 

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS OFFICE LTD 

ABN 72 002 880 864 

Directors' Report (continued) 

for the year ended 30 June 2022 

The Memorandum of Association of the Entity prohibits the Entity from paying dividends and, accordingly, 
no dividends have been declared or paid during the financial year. 

Options 

No options over issued shares or interests in the Entity were granted during or since the end of the 
financial year. Furthermore, there were no options outstanding at the date of this report. 

Liability of Members 

The Entity is registered with the Australian Securities and Investments Commission as well as the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission and is a company limited by guarantee. If the Entity is 
wound up, the constitution states that each member may be required to contribute a maximum of $10.00 
each towards meeting any outstanding obligations of the Entity. As at 30 June 2022, the total amount that 
members of the Entity are liable to contribute if the Entity is wound up is $560 (2021: $510). 

Auditor's Independence Declaration 

The lead auditor's independence declaration for the year ended 30 June 2022 has been received and can 
be found on page 5 of the financial report. 
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Grant Thornton Audit Pty Ltd ACN 130 913 594 
a subsidiary or related entity of Grant Thornton Australia Ltd ABN 41 127 556 389 

‘Grant Thornton’ refers to the brand under which the Grant Thornton member firms provide assurance, tax and advisory services to their clients 
and/or refers to one or more member firms, as the context requires. Grant Thornton Australia Ltd is a member firm of Grant Thornton International 
Ltd (GTIL). GTIL and the member firms are not a worldwide partnership. GTIL and each member firm is a separate legal entity. Services are 
delivered by the member firms. GTIL does not provide services to clients. GTIL and its member firms are not agents of, and do not obligate one 
another and are not liable for one another’s acts or omissions. In the Australian context only, the use of the term ‘Grant Thornton’ may refer to 
Grant Thornton Australia Limited ABN 41 127 556 389 and its Australian subsidiaries and related entities. GTIL is not an Australian related entity to 
Grant Thornton Australia Limited. 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. 

www.grantthornton.com.au 

Level 17, 383 Kent Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Correspondence to: 
Locked Bag Q800 
QVB Post Office 
Sydney NSW 1230 

T +61 2 8297 2400 
F +61 2 9299 4445 
E info.nsw@au.gt.com 
W www.grantthornton.com.au 

Auditor’s Independence Declaration 
To the Responsible Entities of Environmental Defenders Office Ltd 

In accordance with the requirements of section 60-40 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012, as 
lead auditor for the audit of Environmental Defenders Office Ltd for the year ended 30 June 2022, I declare that, to the best of 
my knowledge and belief, there have been no contraventions of any applicable code of professional conduct in relation to the 
audit. 

Grant Thornton Audit Pty Ltd 
Chartered Accountants 

B Narsey 
Partner – Audit & Assurance 

Sydney, 4 November 2022 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS OFFICE LTD 

ABN 72 002 880 864 

STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS AND OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME 
FOR THE YEAR ENED 30 JUNE 2022 

Note 2022 2021 

$ $ 

Revenue from ordinary activities 2 11,764,481 9,487,550 

Expenses from ordinary activities 3 11,901,409 8,916,758 

{Loss)/ surplus from ordinary activities (136,928) 570,792 

Income tax expense 

{Loss)/ surplus from ordinary activities (136,928) 570,792 

Total comprehensive (deficit)/ income for the year (136,928) 570,792 

Total comprehensive (deficit)/ income 
(136,928) 570,792 

attributable to members of the Entity 

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS OFFICE LTD 

ABN 72 002 880 864 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2022 

The financial statements cover Environmental Defenders Office Ltd as an individual entity, incorporated and 
domiciled in Australia limited by guarantee. 

NOTE 1: SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The principal accounting policies adopted in the preparation of the financial statements are set out below. 
These policies have been consistently applied to all the years presented, unless otherwise stated. 

New or amended Accounting Standards and Interpretations adopted 

The Entity has adopted all of the new or amended Accounting Standards and Interpretations issued by the 
Australian Accounting Standards Board ('AASB') that are mandatory for the current reporting period. 

Any new or amended Accounting Standards or Interpretations that are not yet mandatory have not been early 
adopted. 

Basis of Preparation 

These general purpose financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Australian Charities 
and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 and Australian Accounting Standards and Interpretations of the 
Australian Accounting Standards Board. The Entity is a not-for-profit entity for financial reporting purposes 
under Australian Accounting Standards. Material accounting policies adopted in the preparation of these 
financial statements are presented below and have been consistently applied unless stated otherwise. 

The financial statements, except for the cash flow information, have been prepared on an accrual basis and 
are based on historical costs, modified, where applicable, by the measurement at fair value of selected non
current assets, financial assets and financial liabilities. The amounts presented in the financial statements have 
been rounded to the nearest dollar. 

Accounting Policies 

a. Revenue recognition

Revenue recognition policy for revenue from contracts with customers (AASB 15)

AASB 15 requires revenue to be recognised when control of a promised good or service is passed to
the customer at an amount which reflects the expected consideration.

The customer for these contracts is the fund provider. Revenue is recognised by applying a five-step
model as follows:

1. Identify the contract with the customer

2. Identify the performance obligations

3. Determine the transaction price

4. Allocate the transaction price

5. Recognise revenue when (or as) the performance obligations are satisfied.

Revenue is recognised when performance obligations under the contract are passed to the customer 
at an amount which reflects the expected consideration. The timing of the payment for sale of goods 
and rendering of services corresponds closely to the timing of satisfaction of the performance 
obligations. Revenue can be recognised over a period of time or at a point in time depending on when 
the performance obligation is satisfied. 

• Over a period of time - if the performance obligation is satisfied over a period of time, revenue
will be recognised by being spread over this period.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS OFFICE LTD 

ABN 72 002 880 864 

RESPONSIBLE ENTITIES' DECLARATION 

In accordance with a resolution of the Directors of Environmental Defenders Office Ltd, the Directors of 
the Registered Entity declare that: 

1. The financial statements and notes thereon, as set out on pages 7 to 37, satisfy the requirements of
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 and:

a. comply with Australian Accounting Standards applicable to the registered Entity; and

b. give a true and fair view of the financial position of the registered Entity as at 30 June 2022
and of its performance for the year ended on that date.

2. There are reasonable grounds to believe that the registered Entity will be able to pay its debts as
and when they become due and payable.

This declaration is signed in accordance with subsection 60.15(2) of the Australian Charities and Not-for
profits Commission Regulation 2013. 

Director 

JJ .  tf:o��ber 
Dated this ��ay of r 2022 

Director 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS OFFICE LTD 

ABN 72 002 880 864 

DECLARATION BY THE PRINCIPAL OFFICER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CHARITABLE 

FUNDRAISING ACT 1991 

I, David Morris, Chief Executive Officer of Environmental Defenders Office Ltd, declare that in my opinion: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

the Entity is able to pay all of its debts as and when the debts become due and payable, 

the financial statement satisfies the requirements of the Charitable Fundraising Act 1991 and the 
Charitable Fundraising Regulation 2021, 

the contents of the financial statement are true and fair, 

e ntity has appropriate and effective internal controls. 

Sydney 

h/1,. A/8'vefr¾flul{ Jl-d;if-
Dated this / day of.,Setober 822-
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Grant Thornton Audit Pty Ltd ACN 130 913 594 
a subsidiary or related entity of Grant Thornton Australia Ltd ABN 41 127 556 389 

‘Grant Thornton’ refers to the brand under which the Grant Thornton member firms provide assurance, tax and advisory services to their clients 
and/or refers to one or more member firms, as the context requires. Grant Thornton Australia Ltd is a member firm of Grant Thornton International 
Ltd (GTIL). GTIL and the member firms are not a worldwide partnership. GTIL and each member firm is a separate legal entity. Services are 
delivered by the member firms. GTIL does not provide services to clients. GTIL and its member firms are not agents of, and do not obligate one 
another and are not liable for one another’s acts or omissions. In the Australian context only, the use of the term ‘Grant Thornton’ may refer to 
Grant Thornton Australia Limited ABN 41 127 556 389 and its Australian subsidiaries and related entities. GTIL is not an Australian related entity to 
Grant Thornton Australia Limited. 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. 

www.grantthornton.com.au 

Level 17, 383 Kent Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Correspondence to: 
Locked Bag Q800 
QVB Post Office 
Sydney NSW 1230 

T +61 2 8297 2400 
F +61 2 9299 4445 
E info.nsw@au.gt.com 
W www.grantthornton.com.au 

Independent Auditor’s Report 
To the Members of Environmental Defenders Office Ltd  

Report on the audit of the financial report 

Opinion 

We have audited the financial report of Environmental Defenders Office Ltd (the “Registered Entity”) which comprises the 
statement of financial position as at 30 June 2022, the statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income, 
statement of changes in funds and statement of cash flows for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, 
including a summary of significant accounting policies and the Responsible Entities’ declaration. 

In our opinion, the financial report of Environmental Defenders Office Ltd has been prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 (“ACNC Act”), including: 

a) giving a true and fair view of the Registered Entity’s financial position as at 30 June 2022 and of its financial
performance for the year then ended; and

b) complying with Australian Accounting Standards and Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission Regulation 2013.

Basis for opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.  Our responsibilities under those standards are 
further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of our report.  We are 
independent of the Registered Entity in accordance with the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and 
Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are relevant to our audit 
of the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 
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Information Other than the Financial Report and Auditor’s Report Thereon 

Those charged with governance are responsible for the other information.  The other information comprises the Declaration by 
the Principal Officer in accordance with the Charitable Fundraising Act 1991 but does not include the financial report and our 
auditor’s report thereon. 

Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly we do not express any form of 
assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider 
whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial report or our knowledge obtained in the audit or 
otherwise appears to be materially misstated. 

If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are 
required to report that fact.  We have nothing to report in this regard.  

Responsibilities of the Responsible Entities for the financial report 

The Responsible Entities of the Registered Entity are responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial 
report in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards, the ACNC Act and the Charitable Fundraising Act 1991, and for 
such internal control as the Responsible Entities determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial report that is 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.   

In preparing the financial report, the Responsible Entities are responsible for assessing the Registered Entity’s ability to 
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of 
accounting unless the Responsible Entities either intend to liquidate the Registered Entity or to cease operations, or have no 
realistic alternative but to do so.  

The Responsible Entities are responsible for overseeing the Registered Entity’s financial reporting process. 

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial report 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.  Reasonable assurance 
is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian Auditing 
Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists.  Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are 
considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions 
of users taken on the basis of this financial report. 

As part of an audit in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards, we exercise professional judgement and maintain 
professional scepticism throughout the audit.  We also: 

• Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error, design and
perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our opinion.  The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for
one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the
override of internal control.

• Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate
in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Registered Entity’s
internal control.

• Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates and related
disclosures made by the Responsible Entities.
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• Conclude on the appropriateness of the Responsible Entities’ use of the going concern basis of accounting and, based
on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions that may cast
significant doubt on the Registered Entity’s ability to continue as a going concern.  If we conclude that a material
uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures in the financial
report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion.  Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence
obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report.  However, future events or conditions may cause the Registered Entity
to cease to continue as a going concern.

• Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial report, including the disclosures, and whether
the financial report represents the underlying transactions and events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing of the 
audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit. 

Grant Thornton Audit Pty Ltd 
Chartered Accountants 

B Narsey 
Partner – Audit & Assurance 

Sydney, 4 November 2022 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENDERS OFFICE LTD 

ABN 72 002 880 864 

DETAILED STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2022 

INCOME 

Northern Territory of Australia Government Grant 

Legal Practitioners Fidelity Fund (Northern Territory) Grant 

Other State and Territory Government Grants 

EPLA Research Grant 

Fundraising, Memberships & Philanthropic Grants 

Programs Income 

Professional Fees 

Interest Received 

Government Subsidies 

Miscellaneous Income 

TOTAL INCOME 

EXPENDITURE 

Amortisation - Right of Use Assets 

Auditor's Remuneration 

Accountancy & Bookkeeping 

Bad Debts Written Off 

Bank & Government Charges 

Board Expenses 

Consultants Fees 

Depreciation 

Disbursements - non recoverable 

Employee Entitlement Provisions 

Employee Expenses 

Fundraising & Marketing Expenses 

Information Technology 

Insurance Premiums 

Interest - Lease Liabilities 

Lease Payments 

Light & Power 

Loss on Disposal of Fixed Assets 

Motor Vehicle Expenses 

Office Relocation Cost 

Office Services & Equipment 

Organisational Development 

Postage & Couriers 

Printing & Stationery 

Program Direct Expenses 

Rent- Office 

Repairs & Maintenance 

Salaries & Wages 

Staff Training & Development 

Staff Amenities 
Staff Recruitment 

Subscriptions & Library 

Superannuation Contributions 

Telecommunications 

Travel Expenses 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 

OPERATING SURPLUS FOR THE YEAR 
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2022 

$ 

175,000 

80,627 

956,437 

5,000 

7,962,856 

2,162,428 

405,600 

13,045 

3,487 

11,764,481 

219,242 

65,371 

3,970 

11,222 

7,574 

25,096 

22,371 

111,022 

31,125 

150,232 

99,197 

318,379 

264,452 

56,096 

49,496 

8,076 

20,179 

6,258 

4,853 

54,403 

30,857 

62,475 

5,897 

9,788 

547,697 

191,178 

6,219 

8,461,352 

92,439 

1,915 

62,636 

50,725 

811,900 

21,657 

16,062 

11,901,410 

(136,928)

2021 

$ 

100,000 

17,142 

1,010,870 

5,000 

5,122,269 

2,381,367 

241,025 

22,462 

561,536 

25,880 

9,487,550 

238,886 

28,445 

21,730 

5,118 

46,876. 

40,372 

38,753 

16,190 

297,092 

39,607 

305,882 

100,853 

28,570 

11,473 

6,882 

19,405 

4,059 

20,016 

50,360 

6,693 

10,062 

514,919 

97,764 

1,416 

6,235,565 

58,335 

3,943 
29,669 

30,838 

570,831 

24,807 

11,348 

8,916,758 

570,792 








