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Planning Fact Sheet: Joining a planning appeal in Tasmania 
 
 
 
 

 
In Tasmania, the applicant for a discretionary development permit can appeal against the council's 
decision to grant a permit subject to conditions or to refuse a permit. Representors can appeal against 
any decision by a council to grant a permit for a discretionary permit.  In this fact sheet, we consider 
how other people may join as a party to such appeals. 

Who can join a planning appeal? 
 
Any person “whose interests are affected” by an appeal relating to a discretionary permit may apply to 
the Resource Management and Planning Appeal Tribunal (Tribunal) to be joined as a party to that 
appeal. However, the Tribunal will not join a person as a party to a discretionary permit appeal unless: 

• that person made a representation during the public representation period for the proposal the 
subject of the appeal; or 

• the Tribunal considers that the person has a “proper interest” in the subject matter of the 
appeal and that it is not reasonable to expect the person to have made a representation in 
respect of the application for the permit. 

 
Generally, the Tribunal has interpreted the phrase “proper interest” narrowly. In determining whether a 
person has a “proper interest”, the Tribunal will consider the nature and subject of the appeal and look 
at how the interests of the party seeking to join are affected by the decision being appealed against. Any 
person wishing to join an appeal who has not made a representation concerning the proposal the 
subject of the appeal should seek legal advice on whether they have a “proper interest”. 

When can you join an appeal? 
 
To alert the community that an appeal has been filed, the Tribunal will put a notice in a local newspaper 
circulating in the area of the proposal the subject of an appeal (for example, the Mercury or the 
Examiner newspapers). The notice will advise of the date and time of the preliminary hearing and invite 
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those people who wish to join the appeal to do so. The Tribunal also publishes a list of upcoming 
hearings on its website here: https://www.rmpat.tas.gov.au/tribunal-listings  
 
While there is no statutory deadline to join an appeal, people wishing to do so should make their 
application either before the preliminary hearing or as soon as possible thereafter. 

How do you join an appeal? 
 
A person wishing to join an appeal must do so by way of a written application using the Tribunal’s form, 
which you can download from the Tribunal’s website here: 
https://www.rmpat.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/62595/210429-Application-to-be-
Joined.pdf  
 
The application to join form can be filed by: 
 

• Sending it by post to: 
 
Resource Management and Planning Appeal Tribunal  
GPO Box 1311  
HOBART TAS 7001  

 
• Delivering it to the Tribunal office located at 38 Barrack Street, Hobart; or 

 
• Emailing it to: rmpat@justice.tas.gov.au  

 
A person will be required to pay a fee when they file an application to join. Currently, this fee is $171.60. 
The Tribunal can be contacted on (03) 6165 6794 to arrange payment. 

What happens when you join an appeal? 
 
The Tribunal will issue directions at the preliminary hearing setting out how the appeal will progress and 
the timeframes for certain steps.  A party joined to a proceeding should make sure they comply with 
these steps. If a party is unable to comply with a timeframe or requirement in a direction, they should 
let the Tribunal and the other parties know ahead of time, and seek their agreement to a reasonable 
extension of time or variation of the direction. 

Some issues to consider 
 
If a person is successfully joined as a party to an appeal, they will need to read and comply with all the 
Tribunal’s Practice Directions. The Practice Directions can be found on the Tribunal’s website here: 
https://www.rmpat.tas.gov.au/practice_directions  
 
Any person seeking to join an appeal should be aware that, to have the best chance of success, they 
may need to engage experts (such as planners, ecologists, or engineers) to give evidence, and/or a 
lawyer to represent them. This can be costly. They should also be aware that, while it is the Tribunal’s 
general rule is that each party bears their own costs of an appeal, this rule can be displaced in certain 
circumstances: for example, where a party has not complied with directions, is being vexatious or has 
unreasonably prolonged the appeal. The Tribunal’s Practice Direction 15 deals with the issue of costs. 
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