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Acknowledgement  
of Country

The Environmental Defenders Office recognises the 
traditional owners and custodians of the land, seas and 
rivers of Australia. We pay our respects to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander elders past and present, and aspire 
to learn from traditional knowledge and customs so that, 
together, we can protect our environment and cultural 
heritage through law.
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Our Vision
Our vision is a world where 
nature thrives; where robust laws 
protect our plants, animals and 
climate; and where communities 
across Australia are empowered 
to fight for environmental justice.

Published on 11th December 2020



A Word from 
the Chair

I wish to start by paying my 
respects to First Nations 
peoples and, in particular, 
elders past, present, and 
emerging. I specifically wish to 
acknowledge the Yuin people 
and their country, which is 
where I live. 

What an extraordinary 12 months it has been! 

After four years of preparation, and on the back 
of years of conversations, eight state-based EDO 
offices joined together to become ONE EDO. Our 
ability to execute this merger so successfully in 
the midst of the climate chaos of the summer we 
just had, only to be trumped in disruption by the 
pandemic we are still living through, is thanks to 
the hard work and good will of each individual 
management committee, the professional approach 
of the new skills-based board, the skill and 
commitment of the staff, the support of donors and 
most importantly, the leadership and vision of our 
new national CEO, David Morris. 

While there are many achievements which you will 
read about in this report, I would like to highlight 
two areas of specific focus by the board:

1.	� Financial security: Our goal to achieve financial 
security as a national entity included an 
audacious goal to become, within 3 years, an 
$8m + p.a. revenue organisation. We concluded 
2019/20 with revenue of $7.7m. I would 
specifically like to thank our generous funders, 
large and small, who have backed the vision of 
ONE EDO. We are off to a very good start.

2.	� Building organisational and leadership 
capacity: Coming together gave us an 
opportunity to build on the strengths of 
individuals within existing offices, grow 
organisational capacity - particularly in the 
smaller regional offices - provide career path 
opportunities for existing staff and attract 
exceptionally talented individuals to new roles. 
As you will read about in more detail in the 
report, this has been a key achievement of our 
first 12 months.

I would like to conclude by thanking the board of 
EDO Limited for their tireless work this year and 
for the faith they have placed in me as Chair. I 
would also like to acknowledge the extraordinary 
contribution and leadership of David Morris 
our CEO. Finally - our EDO staff. Thank you for 
embracing a national vision and for continuing 
to deliver such important outcomes for the 
environment while coping with the inherent 
uncertainty a merger brings. Doing this through 
bushfires, drought, and now Covid -19 is an 
experience I am sure we all look forward to putting 
behind us. 

Dr Bronwyn Darlington
EDO Limited Chair
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Challenges and Opportunities

This was a year of unprecedented financial 
challenges for EDO. In May, we learned that the 
NSW Public Purpose Fund (PPF) would, for the 
first time, not be supporting our work in 2021.   
The loss of this support was a significant blow, 
which came as our new national organisation 
was still taking shape.  

However, with unprecedented challenges 
come incredible opportunities and we are 
grateful to the donors who have stepped in to 
support EDO in the coming financial year. As we 
move forward, we do so with greater financial 
independence. This makes us more resilient and 
helps to ensure that we can continue to deliver 
world-leading environmental legal services and 
outcomes for all Australians.



A New Era 
for EDO

Dear friends, 

Uniquely, this report spans a 
year in which the organisation 
transformed itself. At its 
beginning there were eight 
Environmental Defenders 
Offices and now there is 
one. A single Environmental 

Defenders Office (EDO) dedicated to protecting the 
Australia-Pacific region by delivering legal solutions 
for peoples, nature and our climate. All of us are 
exceedingly proud of this achievement.

I began as the CEO of the EDO in September 
2019. This then is my first message to our friends, 
supporters, and clients right across Australia and 
the Pacific Region. It is a strange message to write 
too, given the year it has been. To say it has been a 
turbulent year would understate it. 

The first nine months of this year were focused 
on completing the merger, building our fledgling 
team and undertaking the processes to bring us 
all together. Of course, all the while continuing 
to deliver best-in-class legal services. That work 
was done against the backdrop of the worst fires 
in living memory and the third bleaching of the 
Great Barrier Reef. We were all affected in varying 
degrees by these profound events, which brought 
home the importance of our work.

Then, in March, the Covid-19 pandemic closed our 
offices as well as schools and childcare centres and 
confined many of our staff to home. In a supremely 
stressful time, I am so proud of how the EDO 
responded. Our new team banded together. We 
became stronger and more resilient in the face of the 
crisis. Though it all it became clear that looking after 
one another must be a hallmark of our organisation. 

The triple threats of the climate crisis, the Covid-19 
pandemic and the change associated with a merger 
have placed a spotlight on mental health. We had to 
confront this head on and within these pages you 
will read about the tragic passing of our friend and 

colleague Steve Garamy. That event shook our team, 
reminded us of the fragility of life and need to always 
focus first on the health and safety of our teammates.

The year is difficult to summarise, but there are four 
key themes I have in mind as we look to confront the 
challenges of the future.

Our legal expertise continues to set us apart.  
A key imperative for the merger was the ongoing 
focus on our unique value proposition, the legal 
experts in our region, in our field. This year we 
again delivered extraordinary impact, bringing and 
winning landmark cases, educating communities, 
and putting forward innovative legal thinking.

Our underlying strength is derived from both our 
new approach and our shared 35-year history.
We have deep connections to the community, we 
have a reputation built on excellence and impact, 
we have a network of experts and barristers willing 
to give their time and expertise to our clients’ 
causes and we have elite lawyers. The merger 
provides the right framework to build upon these 
strengths. During this year, we have begun building 
the elements of a modern EDO. We’ve established a 
leading fundraising, communications and marketing 
team capable of telling the stories we need to. 
We’ve started building best-practice technology 
integrations. Above all, we are emphasising the 
importance of investing in both our people and our 
processes across the board.

New partnerships will be crucial to our future 
success. The EDO operates in a rapidly changing 
context, particularly in the climate space. As more 
and more organisations, businesses and individuals 
become concerned with the climate’s current 
trajectory, there are exciting opportunities for the 
EDO to work differently, with new faces and engage 
in partnerships of impact.

We need to focus our energies and choose 
where we want to have impact. I like the concept 
that a not-for-profit’s success hinges on making 
deliberate choices about which balls to drop. When 
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everything is important and pressing, it is easy to 
be distracted. Time is our most precious and easily 
wasted resource, and with so many issues we could 
address, it is easy to spread ourselves too thinly, 
compromising our impact in the process. If we 
are to contribute as substantially as we can to our 
vision of a world where nature thrives, we must be 
focused and resolved to make hard decisions about 
what we do and don’t do. Our new Strategic Plan 
and organisational restructure set us up to make 
these difficult decisions and prioritise our work. 
Working with the board and our staff to realise our 
new strategic plan and undergo the restructure to 
deliver it, has been a great privilege. Our plan sets 
our focus, it reflects our desire to work more closely 
and respectfully with First Nations and Indigenous 
peoples and commits us to being a more diverse, 
equitable, inclusive, and just organisation. It has 
been a lot of work and we can be rightly proud of 
where we land at the end of this financial year.

2019/20 was our formative year and we certainly 
did not plan for the year it turned out to be. What 
we did do, however, was to set out to build a great 
organisation. Fortunately, you, our supporters, saw 
that vision too. You have supported us with your 
time, your money, your expertise. You have inspired 
us with your dedication, commitment, and resolve. 

Despite the challenges we’ve experienced, and 
those which loom large ahead, I am confident 
the EDO is well placed to play a crucial role in the 
response to the ecological and climate crises in the 
decades ahead and we are building the organisation 
to ensure that it does.

Stay safe and well,

David Morris, CEO

“What David, his board and his management 
team have achieved in the last 12 months 
has been amazing. As we know, Australia’s 
environmental laws are largely inadequate and 
often poorly enforced. It was clear to me that if 
we were ever to better protect our environment 
and stem the loss of biodiversity we needed 
a stronger voice. We needed ONE EDO. I was 
convinced that by eight state and territory 
organisations coming together it would make for 
a more robust organisation and, from a funder’s 
perspective, a chance to make 1 plus 1 equal 3! 
This was a compelling story to take to funders, 
underpinned by a clear strategy and committed 
management and board.

The coming together of ONE EDO is a great 
success and one of the most important stories 
in the environmental space over the past 
decade. I am honoured to be part of this and will 
continue to encourage other funders, large or 
small, to join me in ensuring a financially strong 
Environmental Defenders Office. We need it now 
more than ever.” 

Rob Purves AM,  
Director Purves Environmental Fund



Governance

The Environmental Defenders Office Ltd (EDO) is 
governed by a volunteer board who are committed 
to the organisation’s purpose and its values. 
Directors are drawn from the organisation’s Council 
Membership. The Board’s key responsibilities 
include working with the CEO to shape the 
organisation’s strategic direction, development 
of key policies and oversight of the organisation’s 
compliance and financial performance. 

The merger of the Environmental Defenders Offices 
has seen our new regionally focused entity rapidly 
assume a much greater scale. Accompanying this 
increase in size are higher expectations for not only 
our impact, but for ensuring best practice not-for-
profit governance. 

As part of our transition to the new national EDO, 
the Environmental Defenders Offices established 
a skills-based board with a commitment to 
excellence, to diversity and a focus on taking the 
EDO’s governance to a new level. Key actions 
implemented to achieve that new focus include:

•	� Establishing a range of Board Committees, 
including a Finance, Audit and Risk Committee 
chaired by Phil Vernon.

•	� Operating under a newly created Board Charter, 
with a Board diversity policy committing 
the organisation to ensuring diversity at the 
Board level, including in respect of geography, 
background, skills and perspective.

•	� Developing and approving our new 2020 – 2023 
Strategic Plan in collaboration with the CEO and 
key staff.

•	� Shaping a strategy that encapsulates our ambition 
for diversity, equity, inclusion and justice within 
the EDO.

•	� Working with the CEO to develop and  
approve an organisational structure which 
aligns the organisation with our new 2020-2023 
Strategic Plan.

•	� Commencing quarterly engagement with the 
EDOs Council Members.
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Our Board
01 Dr Bronwyn Darlington – Chair
Bronwyn Darlington is a serial entrepreneur with 
particular expertise in commercialising disruptive 
technologies. Her current venture is an AgTech 
company (Agscent) which uses nano sensors 
to detect pregnancy and diseases in cattle by 
analysing breath. She has more than 25 years’ 
multi sectoral industry experience including senior 
management and board roles. 

Bronwyn joined the board of EDO NSW in 2012, 
and has served as Chair of EDO Limited since 
the merger. Bronwyn has a Ph.D. in behavioural 
economics with a particular focus on pro-social 
identity and altruistic behaviour. She also teaches 
on the global executive MBA program in the Sydney 
University Business School.

02 Dr Kate Galloway – Deputy Chair
Kate Galloway is Associate Professor of Law at 
Griffith University and holds an adjunct position at 
the University of Western Australia. Kate specialises 
in land law including Indigenous tenures, and 
property rights in resources and their effect on 
the environment. Kate has served on management 
committees of various community legal services 
including EDO North Queensland. She has 
served for many years on the Equity and Diversity 
committee of the Queensland Law Society.

03 Susanne Behrendt – Secretary
Susanne is an experienced General Manager, 
Company Secretary and Board Director in the Not-
For-Profit sector. She currently serves as the GM 
Finance & Operations and Company Secretary of 
the Institute of Managers and Leaders (IML). 

04 The Hon. Michael Barker
Michael is a former judge of the Federal Court of 
Australia, having retired from the bench in 2019.  
Michael gave judgments across a broad range of 
legal areas, including migration, native title, trade 
practices, industrial law, corporations law, and 
consumer law. Michael was the first convenor of the 
EDO Western Australia. 

05 Pepe Clarke
Pepe leads the terrestrial conservation work of 
the Pew Charitable Trusts in Australia. He has a 
background in environmental law, policy and public 
advocacy, as well as professional experience in 
strategic planning, organisational development, 
fundraising and financial management. 

06 Catherine Hathaway
Cate is a highly experienced HR and 
Communications practitioner with strong expertise 
in leadership, talent management, workplace health 
& safety and employment relations and has over 20 
years’ experience. She currently serves as the Chief 
People & Transformation Officer with GrainCorp.

07 Dr Jan McDonald
Jan McDonald is Professor of Environmental 
and Climate Law at the University of Tasmania. 
A member of the Australian Panel of Experts on 
Environmental Law, she has broad expertise in 
environmental, marine, and climate law, with a 
particular interest in addressing the impacts of 
climate change.  In 2008, she established the 
National Climate Change Adaptation Research 
Facility at Griffith University.

08 Joe Morrison
Joe Morrison is a Dagoman and Torres Strait 
Islander man with over 25 years’ experience 
working with Indigenous peoples in northern 
Australia and more recently with Indigenous 
peoples globally. He has advocacy, policy, 
research and practical experience in climate 
change, traditional knowledge conservation, fire 
management, water policy, governance and leading 
complex institutions. 

09 Jeff Smith
Jeff is a consultant specialising in governance, 
resilience, strategic planning, and capacity 
building, as well as sustainability, climate change, 
biodiversity conservation and environmental and 
planning law. Jeff is a solicitor with a Masters of Law 
from Sydney University (majoring in Environmental 
Law and Policy). He was the Director of EDO NSW 
for 14 years.
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10 Phil Vernon
Phil is an experienced financial services CEO and 
was the Managing Director of Australian Ethical 
Super for over 9 years. Phil brings to the Board skills 
in superannuation, investments, sustainable finance, 
strategy and business transformation. Phil is also a 
not-for-profit company director focused on climate 
change and positive environmental solutions. 
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03 Susanne Behrendt

04 The Hon. Michael Barker
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06 Catherine Hathaway

07 Dr Jan McDonald

08 Joe Morrison

09 Jeff Smith
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11 Brent Wallace

11 Brent Wallace
Brent holds a Bachelor of Commerce and has over 
30 years’ experience in marketing, advertising and 
brand development across a wide variety of consumer 
categories. Brent has also been a Governor (since 
1993) and past Board Director of WWF (Worldwide 
Fund for Nature). The global launch of Earth Hour was 
one of Brent’s key achievements at WWF.



Safe 
Climate
Millions of Australians felt the impacts 
of the climate crisis first-hand this year. 
From the months-long bushfire disaster to 
the devastating big dry along the Murray-
Darling Basin, the effects of a warming 
planet have never been more apparent.

Our legal experts are taking bold, 
groundbreaking action to address the 
causes of climate change here and around 
the world. As a new national organisation, 
EDO is in a unique position to lead on the 
pursuit of climate justice.

Challenging Clive Palmer’s Mine  
Over Human Rights Impacts

In May, we launched Australia’s first challenge to 
a coal mine on human rights grounds, arguing on 
behalf of our clients Youth Verdict Ltd and The 
Bimblebox Alliance Inc that the climate impacts 
from Clive Palmer’s Galilee Coal Project limit the 
human rights of young people in Queensland as 
well as threatening the existence of the Bimblebox 
Nature Reserve.

Youth Verdict is a diverse group of young 
Queenslanders. They argue that the mine will breach 
their human rights including the right to life and the 
rights of the child. Indigenous members of the group 
argue the mine impacts their right to culture. 

The Bimblebox Alliance are landholders from the 
Galilee Basin who have been opposing the mine for 
more than a decade. They are fighting to protect the 
Bimblebox Nature Refuge - an almost 8,000-hectare 
woodland property that’s home to dozens of 
species of native plants and animals, including 
vulnerable species. 

This historic case is expected to be heard in  
May 2021.
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Massive Bylong Valley Mine Refused

In September 2019, our clients the Bylong Valley 
Protection Alliance (BVPA) had a significant win 
when the NSW Independent Planning Commission 
(IPC) refused a major new coal mine in their 
community, in part because of the climate impacts. 
The Bylong Coal Project is a proposed 6.5 million 
tonnes-per-year open-cut and underground coal 
mine which would remove 400 hectares of the 
state’s most productive agricultural land.

Throughout the four-year assessment, the EDO had 
retained independent experts on behalf of the BVPA, 
who provided evidence to the IPC on the adverse 
environmental impacts. The IPC’s decision also built 
on our historic Rocky Hill win earlier in 2019. 

In December 2019, the Korean mining company 
KEPCO launched an appeal against the IPC’s 
refusal. The EDO, representing BVPA, applied to join 
the proceedings in February 2020. The IPC declined 
to take an active role in the legal proceedings.

In April 2020, we won the application to join the 
court proceedings. The Court found that there was 
a public interest in having a contradictor that was 
able to respond to KEPCO’s contentions. This is the 
first time that a public interest objector has been 
able to join judicial review proceedings to defend a 
consent authority’s refusal of a project.

Top left: Mel McAuliffe of Youth Verdict outside court.
Middle, top: Galilee Coal Project Briana Collins and Sean 
Ryan visit Brimblebox Nature Refuge. Middle, bottom: 
Bird at Brimblebox Nature Refuge, Queensland.  
Top right: Bylong Valley sign.

Special Counsel Rana Koroglu

“The judgment allowing BVPA to join the 
appeal has significantly improved access to 
justice through recognising the important 
role public interest objectors play in the 
legal framework. It sets a strong precedent 
for the rights of public interest objectors to 
participate in judicial review litigation.” 



EDO Supports Communities After  
Our Black Summer of Bushfires

The spring and summer of 2019/20 brought an 
unimaginable bushfire disaster to dozens of 
communities around Australia. Large swathes of 
bushland were razed - from the Sunshine Coast 
to Kangaroo Island and all down the NSW coast 
to Gippsland in Victoria. Our cities were shrouded 
in acrid smoke, while an estimated three billion 
animals were affected.

The EDO stands with bushfire-affected 
communities. A disaster of this scale calls for a 
robust legal response to protect what’s left of our 
plants, animals and landscapes and to address the 
key driver of these intense fires – climate change.

Bushfire Survivors v  
Environmental Protection Authority

Few areas of the NSW coast were spared by the 
fire season that began in August 2019 in some 
parts of the state. And yet the agency charged with 
protecting the environment in New South Wales 
does not have a policy that addresses climate 
change and does not currently regulate the state’s 
greenhouse gas emissions as a form of air pollution 
or waste. 

In April, the Environmental Defenders Office took 
legal action against the EPA on behalf of the Bushfire 
Survivors for Climate Action group to encourage and, 
if necessary, compel the EPA to develop policies and 
guidelines to regulate greenhouse gas emissions and 
ensure a safe climate. 

The EPA has the power to create Protection of 
the Environment Policies, issue licenses to control 
pollution, as well as putting caps and prices on 
substances which are harmful to the environment. 

EDO will argue that the agency is not only explicitly 
empowered by its legislation to take strong 
action on climate by controlling the emission of 
greenhouse gases, it is also required to do this 
under its own laws. 

It’s a case with the potential to help our 
communities emerge from the current COVID-19 
crisis stronger, smarter, and more resilient to 
catastrophic climate change.
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Protecting Unburnt Habitat at Manyana

EDO assisted the Manyana Matters Environmental 
Association in its efforts to protect one of the last 
pieces of unburnt bushland in Manyana on the NSW 
South Coast from a residential development. 

After launching proceedings in the Federal Court 
our client was successful in securing a voluntary 
undertaking from the proponent, OzyHomes, to give 
two weeks’ notice prior to commencing any work. 

The proposed development was then referred 
by the proponent to the Federal Environmental 
Minister who decided the development required 
assessment under the EPBC Act for its impacts on 
threatened species. 

Bushfire Royal Commission

The Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster 
Arrangements (known as the Bushfire Royal 
Commission) was established in February 2020 and 
received more than 1,700 public submissions. 

EDO’s submission considers national climate 
and environment legal frameworks, and makes 
recommendations for strengthened, ecologically 
sustainable, science-based laws, regulations 
and strategies to protect life, property and the 
environment from the impacts of bushfires and 
other natural disasters. 

NSW Bushfire Inquiry

In April 2020, EDO lodged a submission to the  
NSW Bushfire Inquiry. 

We focused on the key environmental drivers of 
bushfires, principally climate change, and how these 
should be addressed in ecologically sustainable, 
science-based laws, regulations and strategies to 
protect life, property and the environment from the 
impacts of bushfires. 

Far Left: A lone Australian Rural Firefighter observes the 
damage caused by bushfires in Queensland.  
Middle, top: A burnt tree flourishing with new growth after 
bush fires. Middle, bottom: Bushfire survivor, Jo Dodds. 
Left: Mount Solitary on fire with apocolyptic smoke plumes 
billowing up into the air and settling in the valley.

“Bushfire Survivors for Climate 
Action has been really thrilled 
to work with the EDO on our 
landmark case against the EPA 
NSW. We work hard to make 
sure survivors’ voices are heard 
so that decision-makers and the 
public are aware of the real and 
terrible cost of climate change. 
Having the EDO on our side has 
increased our impact hugely. 

We need urgent reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions, 
to keep communities safer 
from bushfires. This case 
has attracted worldwide 
attention. And with the help of 
the EDO’s policy team we’re 
not just holding the EPA to 
account, we’re providing policy 
directions towards a safer 
future. In both these ways, 
the EDO is helping Bushfire 
Survivors for Climate Action 
protect Australians from 
worsening bushfire conditions.”

Jo Dodds, Bushfire Survivors for Climate Action



The Gas-Led Covid-19 Recovery –  
A New Legal Fight for the Climate

All around Australia, communities are seeking 
advice and taking action to prevent the damaging 
impacts of a new wave of onshore and offshore gas 
extraction projects. 

Now more than ever, these communities need your 
support to mount the strongest possible legal 
challenge to dangerous gas developments. As 
governments pin our futures on a gas-led Covid-19 
recovery, your financial support can supercharge 
the legal line of defence against fossil fuel 
expansion. See page 75 for ways to donate.

The Community Says No to Narrabri

It’s difficult to overstate the level of opposition to 
Santos’ Narrabri Gas Project proposal – a CSG 
development on Gomeroi land and within the north 
Piliga State Forest in western New South Wales. 

The Narrabri Gas Project is one of the most 
contested in Australia, with around 23,000 
public submissions made during the community 
consultation process, the vast majority of which 
opposed the project.

The $3.6 billion project is proposed for an area 
known for its rich agricultural land. Santos sought 
approval for 850 wells to be located over 425 sites 
including part of the Pilliga Forest and grazing 
land. The project is expected to have a lifespan of 
20-25 years. 

The Environmental Defenders Office acts for the 
North West Alliance and its member groups who 
oppose the proposal. They argue that there is no 
demonstrated need for the project, that it’s not in the 
public interest, and that the project is contrary to the 
principles of ecologically sustainable development. 

On behalf of our clients, the EDO made a strong case 
against this development on three main grounds – 
its groundwater, climate and ecological impacts. A 
public hearing is scheduled for July 2020.



EDO Impact Report 2019/2020	 17

Fracking in the Northern Territory 

This year we have continued to focus our efforts in 
the Northern Territory on the potential development 
of fracking in the Beetaloo sub-basin. We 
continued closely tracking the NT Government’s 
implementation of the 135 recommendations made 
by the Scientific Inquiry into Hydraulic Fracturing 
in the Northern Territory, including through 
our participation in a Community and Business 
Reference Group, preparing multiple submissions 
on law and policy reforms and engaging directly 
with government departments. We have also 
provided advice and assistance to clients and 
community members concerned with environmental 
risks associated with the unconventional gas 
industry to help them understand and participate 
in regulatory and approvals processes, and to 
ensure compliance of gas companies and the NT 
Government with the legal framework.

Burrup Hub LNG Project – WA

This year we continued to work closely with an 
NGO client to engage with multiple ongoing 
environmental assessment processes for a 
proposed major expansion of the LNG industry 
in WA’s Pilbara region, known as the Burrup Hub 
Project. The project has raised major concerns as, 
if it goes ahead, it will produce greenhouse gas 
emissions to rival Adani’s Carmichael Mine. Aspects 
of this vast project also threaten the ancient 
Murujuga rock art of the Burrup Peninsula, which 
has been placed on the World Heritage register 
tentative list. Due to the scale and complexity of the 
proposal, the environmental assessment processes 
are ongoing and are expected to continue well into 
next year.

At the same time, EDO and our clients advocated 
for the WA Environmental Protection Authority to 
update and strengthen its policy on the assessment 
of greenhouse gas emissions for significant 
projects. EDO is now working with our client to 
assess the EPA’s application of its new policy to 
fossil fuel projects.

Left: A Santos gas site in northern NSW.



Fracking in Western Australia

We are providing ongoing assistance to WA 
community campaigners seeking to prevent 
destructive environmental impacts from onshore 
oil projects that use fracking. No fracking is 
currently taking place in Western Australia, but 
several areas are considered prospective by the oil 
and gas industry, and the year saw the lifting of a 
State Government moratorium on fracking in parts 
of the state. 

EDO advises clients on the progress of the 
Government’s implementation of its election 
commitments on fracking, which include the 
introduction of mandatory public environmental 
impact assessment, and veto rights for Native Title 
holders and private property owners.

EDO has also assisted fracking campaigners 
in making submissions to the environmental 
assessments of onshore oil production projects in 
areas the industry considers prospective, and which 
are therefore at risk of having fracking introduced at 
a later stage.

“Due to the recent trend for state and 
Federal governments to rush through 
environmental legislation, it has never 
been more important for the EDO to ensure 
that any legislation and/or guidelines are 
underpinned by best practice scientific 
methods and ESD principles.  

“As an expert ecologist providing advice 
to the EDO, I was able to recommend 
how to apply scientific principles to bring 
the NT Government’s Strategic Regional 
Environmental and Baseline Assessment 
guidelines into line with the intent of the 
Fracking Inquiry Panel, to ensure that 
regional assessments were comprehensive 
and representative both in terms of area 
covered and biota surveyed.” 

Renata Bali, Director Ecosense Consulting

Climate Ready Planning Laws for NSW: 
Implications for current projects 

In March 2019, EDO NSW released Climate ready 
planning law for NSW – Rocky Hill and beyond, a 
report that recommended changes to the NSW 
planning system to ensure we reduce further 
contributions to global greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, and make preparations to live with 
the current and projected impacts of climate 
change. This follow-up report builds upon the 
reform work and discusses some key factors for 
consideration in decisions being made about 
new fossil fuel developments in NSW today.
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Advocating for a Climate Change Act  
for the NT

Given the vulnerability of the Northern Territory 
to climate change and the serious impacts it will 
have on Territory communities, in particular remote 
First Nations communities, EDO has developed 
a comprehensive proposal for a Climate Change 
Act that we consider would play a vital role in 
supporting a climate justice approach. Our work 
culminated in our publication in June 2020 of 
our proposal for “A Climate Change Act for the 
Northern Territory”.

In our publication, we argue that failing to 
implement an adequate legal response to the 
serious and system-wide impacts of climate 
change will have far-reaching and long-term 
consequences for Territorians, as well as for the 
spectacular natural environment at the heart of the 
NT lifestyle and economy.

As part of our climate justice advocacy, we also 
attended two Climate Justice Forums, held in 
Darwin in September 2019 and in Alice Springs 
in April 2020. These forums have been focused 
on ensuring that traditional custodians and 
Aboriginal communities are at the centre of the 
NT’s responses to the complex challenges posed 
by climate change.

Gillian Duggin Managing Lawyer, Darwin

ACT Passes Climate Reforms

Significant new climate reforms in the ACT planning 
law are set to come into effect in July 2021. These 
require GHG emissions statements to be included 
in development applications for high-emitting 
developments. EDO advocated for these reforms.

Climate and Systemic Change

Our newly formed national Systemic Change 
team will split our climate work into two areas, 
Coal & Human Rights and Gas & Corporate.   

By creating two focused teams we can continue 
to build on the 2019 Rocky Hill judgment - which 
took into account the emissions from Australian 
fossil fuels burned overseas – as well as develop 
new areas of climate litigation and advice work, 
including corporate and consumer law, and 
human rights.

EDO Lawyers Recognised 
for Climate Work

In April, EDO Special Counsel Brendan Dobbie, 
was recognised as 2021 Lawyer of the Year for 
his work in Climate Change Law in Sydney.

Brendan was honoured by Best Lawyers - 
the oldest and most respected peer-review 
publication in the legal profession.

Several other EDO lawyers were also named by 
Best Lawyers with Rachel Walmsley, Director 
Policy and Law Reform, Sydney, and Sean Ryan, 
Principal Solicitor, Brisbane, named in the 
Climate Change field, Special Counsel Emma 
Carmody listed in Water Law and Planning 
and Environmental Law, and Elaine Johnson, 
Principal Solicitor Sydney, and again Sean 
Ryan named Best Lawyers in Planning and 
Environmental Law.Right: Lawyer of the Year, Brendan Dobbie.



First 
Nations 
and  
Indigenous 
Peoples
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“The destruction of one of 
the Juukan caves in Western 
Australia’s Pilbara region 
by Rio Tinto is shocking, 
but not surprising. It is 
not Rio Tinto’s fault alone 
either. Their actions, which 
were immoral and lacked 
credibility, were condoned 
by the laws of Western 
Australia and not affected 
by the protections in 
Commonwealth law. 

Unless things change, it will not be the last 
time Traditional Owners are left devastated 
and emotionally tormented when a place of 
immense significance is destroyed against 
their wishes.

Apologies cannot replace what is lost.  
We advocate for a better way to honour the 
things lost by reforming our national psyche, 
our laws and our values.”

EDO Director Joe Morrison

EDO CEO David Morris

Establishing a First Nations and Indigenous 
Peoples Program (FNIPP)

In May 2020, our National EDO Board endorsed 
a new national strategy for 2020-2023. Working 
and partnering with First Nations and Indigenous 
peoples in Australia and the Pacific was seen by 
both staff and directors to be a key aspect of the 
direction the organisation wants to take into the 
future. This was reflected in the strategic plan, 
which adopted the strategic goal to support First 
Nations and Indigenous peoples to protect their 
Country/Land, and centre understanding of and 
respect for their perspectives in our work. 

This goal is supported by three strategic objectives. 
Firstly, to understand the Australia and Pacific 
region’s true history, First Nations’ sovereignty 
and the central role First Nations and Indigenous 
peoples play in the protection and restoration 
of nature.  Secondly, to ensure staff have the 
necessary skills to assist and empower First Nations 
and Indigenous peoples to protect their Country/
Land.  Finally, to establish trusting relationships 
and long-term partnerships with First Nations and 
Indigenous peoples and organisations.    

To facilitate this work, EDO is establishing a First 
Nations and Indigenous Peoples Program. 

A First Nations and Indigenous Peoples’ Working 
Group has been established and a consultant 
will be brought in to steer the development of 
the program and ensure its success. In the next 
financial year, we’ll be looking to fill the role of 
Director, First Nations and Indigenous Peoples, 
which will sit in the organisation’s Executive Team, 
and will be an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
identified position. 



Traditional Custodians Oppose the  
Shenhua Watermark Mine 

The legal battle over the Shenhua mine in north-
western New South Wales highlights how our laws 
fail to provide adequate protection to important 
sites of Indigenous cultural heritage, effectively 
placing the fate of millenia-old cultural sites in the 
hands of a government minister, and pitting cultural 
heritage values against the desire for perceived 
economic gain. 

The Shenhua Watermark coal mine is a huge $1.2 
billion project proposed for the Liverpool Plains, an 
area known for its rich, fertile black soil. 

The site of Shenhua’s proposed three open-cut pits 
are located on the ancestral lands of the Gomeroi 
peoples. The area includes irreplaceable Aboriginal 
cultural heritage such as large grinding groove sites, 
scarred trees and interlinked ceremonial corridors 
and sacred sites. The Shenhua Watermark mega-
mine would destroy these places forever. 

EDO’s client is Veronica “Dolly” Talbott, a member 
of the Gomeroi Traditional Custodians. Dolly Talbott 
sued the Environment Minister in the Federal 
Court, alleging the Minister made an error of law in 
deciding not to make a declaration to protect the 
Aboriginal heritage. 

Under the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Heritage Protection Act 1984 (ATSIHP Act), the 
Environment Minister has the power to protect an 
area of cultural heritage if the Minister is satisfied 
the area is of particular significance to Aboriginal 
peoples in accordance with Aboriginal tradition, and 
that the area is under threat of injury or desecration.

In July 2019, four years after the Gomeroi Traditional 
Custodians lodged their application, the Minister 
refused to make a declaration to protect the 
significant areas. This is despite her findings that 
the areas “retain immeasurable cultural values 
and connection to Country” and “are of particular 
significance to Aboriginal people.” She also agreed 
that the Shenhua Watermark coal mine will destroy 
or desecrate the areas. 

The Minister’s decisions were made with the 
understanding that a declaration would stop the 
Shenhua Watermark coal mine from going ahead. 
She concluded that the economic and social benefits 
of the mine outweighed the loss of the immeasurable 
cultural heritage in the significant areas. 

EDO represented Dolly Talbott in a Federal Court 
hearing in May 2020. The EDO is continuing to 
work with Dolly Talbott on behalf of the Gomeroi 
Traditional Custodians, to support her fight to 
protect their cultural sites from the mine.
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An Innovative Wetland Restoration Project

EDO lawyers in Far North Queensland are working 
closely with our client Jarugun, a science-based 
Indigenous enterprise focusing on water quality 
and best farming practices to create training and 
employment for Traditional Owners. It’s headed by a 
Traditional Owner and elder in the Babinda region of 
the Wet Tropics. 

Jarugun has developed a whole-of-catchment 
wetland restoration program. This is the first such 
project in Queensland that has the support of all 
tiers of government, Traditional Owners, cane 
farmers, universities, scientists and the general 
community. The project is expected to have 
significant scientific benefits because, while the 
catchment covers around 0.17% of the whole Great 
Barrier Reef catchment, it currently produces an 
estimated 10% DIN (dissolved inorganic nitrogen), 
a significant contribution to GHG emissions and 
climate change.

As part of this partnership, EDO provides 
governance and legislative framework information 
and advice to Jarugun and liaises with government.

Outreach on Fracking

This year, EDO lawyers travelled to the remote 
Northern Territory communities of Elliott and 
Borroloola to provide advice and support to 
First Nations communities in relation to fracking 
activities proposed in the Barkly and Gulf of 
Carpentaria regions in the Northern Territory. 

McArthur River Mine 

EDO also provided ongoing advice and 
representation, including through outreach 
in the remote town of Borroloola in the Gulf 
of Carpentaria, in relation to the ongoing 
operations of the controversial open cut 
McArthur River Mine.

Left: EDO CEO working with a community member  
in the Gulf of Carpentaria. Above: Dolly Talbott and  
supporter outside court with EDO Laywers Nadja 
Zimmerman and Brendan Dobbie.

“Jeannette and I are proud to support  
the EDO as a champion and defender of 
the environment.

“The EDO has shown itself to be 
courageous, determined and resourceful 
in presenting a strong voice to challenge 
those with vested interests in the 
destruction of Aboriginal cultural heritage 
and our fragile ecosystems.

“As Australia faces a climate-related 
crisis, we need the EDO more than ever, 
to ensure that we do everything we can to 
protect Australia’s unique environment for 
future generations.” 

Keith Ince



Biodiversity

The Legal Fight for the Bight

In February, our clients the Wilderness Society 
(South Australia) celebrated the news that 
Norwegian multinational Equinor had abandoned its 
plans to drill for oil in the Great Australian Bight.

It came after EDO’s Federal Court action on behalf 
of The Wilderness Society SA to overturn the 
project’s environmental approval, granted at the 
end of 2019 by the National Offshore Petroleum 
Safety and Environmental Management Authority 
(NOPSEMA).

The controversial project involved deepwater 
drilling to explore new oil reserves located under 
protected areas of the Bight off the coast of South 
Australia.

The pristine marine environment of the Bight is 
a haven for whales and dolphins, including the 
world’s most important nursery for the endangered 
southern right whale.

Any oil spill as a result of drilling in the Bight would 
pose catastrophic risks to marine and coastal life 
across southern Australia.

Following this terrific result for our client, the case 
was discontinued.

Independent Review of the EPBC Act

The 10-year statutory review of Australia’s most 
important biodiversity legislation, the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(EPBC Act) began on 29 October 2019. This is a 
once-in-a-decade opportunity to consider how 
well the Act is operating and whether any changes 
should be made to better protect Australia’s 
environmental values.

EDO met with independent reviewer Professor 
Graeme Samuel AC, and prepared a detailed 
submission outlining our vision for a new national 
Environment Act to effectively address the 
extinction and climate crisis.

Our expert submission debunked the myth of 
‘lawfare’ and made 83 recommendations for 
reform, including for strong national leadership, 
new institutions, such as a National Environment 
Protection Authority (EPA) and a National 
Sustainability Commission, and for clear national 
environmental standards and processes to deliver 
environmental outcomes. We assisted numerous 
groups and community members to engage in the 
review through webinars, briefings and advice.

The Interim Report released in June 2020 
confirmed the failings of the current Act and 
identified significant areas for reform, particularly 
noting the need for clear and enforceable national 
environmental standards to deliver environmental 
outcomes.

EDO was subsequently appointed to a Consultative 
Group to work with Professor Samuels on the key 
reform issues to be addressed in the Final Report 
which is due in October 2020.

Our vision is a world where 
nature thrives.
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“One critical aspect of 
ensuring the sustainable 
protection of Earth’s natural 
resources - including lands 
and waters, soils, ecosystems 
and species - lies in the law. 
Effective environmental laws 
represent an enduring way 
to assist in the prevention 
of environmental damage 
and create systemic change. 
The Ian Potter Foundation 
is pleased to support the 
merger of the eight regional 
Environmental Defenders 
Offices into a united national 
body, which is more strategic 
and sustainable, and 
therefore more effective in 
promoting the public interest 
and improved environmental 
outcomes through the 
informed use of the law.” 

Mr Charles Goode AC,  
Chair of The Ian Potter Foundation



Developing the Wilderness
Lake Malbena Heli-tourism

EDO has been representing clients in a number of 
cases over a proposed helicopter-accessed tourism 
development at Lake Malbena in the Tasmanian 
Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA). These 
cases examine what role the public has in decisions 
about development of Tasmania’s wild places.

Halls Island is within Lake Malbena and the Walls of 
Jerusalem National Park – part of the TWWHA and 
the Tasmanian Wilderness National Heritage place.

The area, known for its wild rivers and lakes, 
remoteness, biodiversity, scenic beauty and cultural 
values, is popular with bushwalkers and anglers.

Wild Drake Pty Ltd proposes to use and develop 
Halls Island for luxury tourist accommodation, with 
guests accessing the site by helicopter.

In 2019, EDO successfully represented The 
Wilderness Society (Tasmania) Inc (TWS) in an 
application to the Federal Court challenging the 
Federal Government’s decision that the development 
does not require a detailed assessment and approval 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act), the Federal 
environmental law. In remaking her decision in 
2020, the Minister decided that the proposal does 
require an assessment under the EPBC Act and that 
assessment is presently underway.

In 2019, EDO represented TWS, the Tasmanian 
National Parks Association, and two individuals in 
the developer’s appeal to the Resource Management 
and Planning Appeal Tribunal against the refusal of 
a planning permit. Our clients joined the appeal to 
argue that the Council’s refusal of a permit should 
be upheld. After an intensive seven days of hearing, 
the Tribunal decided in December 2019 that a permit 
should be granted to the proposal.

In January 2020, EDO appealed against the 
Tribunal’s decision on behalf of our clients to the 
Tasmanian Supreme Court. The appeal to the 
Supreme Court was limited to points of law.

Kur-world Discontinued

In a huge win for the north Queensland community, 
a massive ‘eco-tourism’ resort proposed for the 
Kuranda rainforest near Cairns was discontinued in 
December 2019. 

The news followed over three years of community 
action to reject the highly inappropriate 
development in an extremely sensitive location 
adjacent to the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. 

EDO assisted the community in their objections, 
providing advice and sourcing expert evidence for 
submissions in the planning process. 
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Protecting Toondah Harbour

EDO has been working with the local community 
and environment groups since a large marina, retail, 
residential and tourist waterfront development at 
Toondah Harbour in Brisbane’s Moreton Bay was 
first proposed in 2015. 

Moreton Bay is an internationally significant wetland 
and a Ramsar site, protected under the EPBC Act. It 
is also habitat for many vulnerable species such as 
dugongs and turtles. 

This year, we are acting for Redlands 2030 in the 
Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal seeking 
access to a key agreement between the State 
Government, the developer and Redland Council. 

EDO is also advising clients about the ongoing 
Federal assessment of the project, various other 
approval processes and potential law reform to 
improve protection of the Ramsar site.

Kangaroo Island Tourism

In South Australia, EDO lawyers provided advice 
to members of the community concerned about 
the controversial tourism development in Flinders 
Chase National Park on Kangaroo Island. There are 
concerns the development could impact vulnerable 
native wildlife.

A New Environment Protection Act for the NT

This year has seen a hugely significant milestone in 
environmental law in the Northern Territory – the 
introduction of a new Environment Protection Act. 
The Environmental Defenders Office has been at 
the forefront of this work.

For almost 40 years, the principal Northern Territory 
law aimed at protecting the environment from the 
impacts of major development, including mines, was 
the Environmental Assessment Act 1982 – a piece of 
legislation a mere six pages in length.

EDO has been involved in numerous projects over 
the years which illustrated the failure of the EA Act 
to operate as a proper safeguard against major 
environmental risks. These include the approval of 
the conversion of the controversial McArthur River 
Mine into an open cut mine, requiring the diversion 
of the McArthur River; the construction of Port 
Melville, off the coast of Darwin, and the approval 
of over 20,000ha of clearing of native vegetation at 
Maryfield Station without a proper environmental 
impact assessment, despite this clearing potentially 
amounting to 18.5% of the NT’s annual greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Given this history, the EDO had long called  
for a complete overhaul of the failed system  
for environmental assessment and approval. 
Our work leading up to the passage of the new 
Act through the NT’s parliament included three 
detailed written submissions on draft versions 
of the Bill and Regulations, and appearing at the 
Legislative Assembly’s Scrutiny Committee hearing 
on the Bill. With many of our recommendations in 
place, the Environment Protection Act 2019 was 
passed in September 2019 and commenced on  
28 June 2020. 



Maryfield Landclearing Win

In September 2019, the Northern Territory Supreme 
Court revoked a permit to clear more than 20,000 
hectares of native vegetation at Maryfield Station, 
southeast of Katherine. This landmark decision 
came as a result of a powerful legal challenge by 
EDO on behalf of the Environment Centre NT. 

In the case, EDO argued that the Northern Territory 
EPA failed to follow the requirements of its own 
Act and did not lawfully consider whether the 
land clearing would have a significant impact on 
the environment in terms of its contribution to 
greenhouse gas emissions.

This was the first case to challenge a land clearing 
approval on climate change grounds in the Northern 
Territory. It is also the first time the decision-making 
processes of the Pastoral Land Board and the 
NTEPA under this legislation have been challenged 
in the Northern Territory Supreme Court. 

The Court found that the NTEPA had not made its 
decision lawfully. As a consequence, the permit 
for the clearing was set aside. Although the court 
did not address the climate change grounds in 
the judgment, the decision was very important in 
highlighting the poor decision-making processes of 
the NTEPA.

Reef Sharks Appeal

In September 2019, EDO secured a win in the 
Federal Court to stop the Queensland Government 
culling sharks in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. 

Despite media reports playing on people’s fear of 
sharks, our lawyers put forward an evidence-based 
defence of these iconic animals and the ecosystems 
they support. 

The case questioned the use of baited drumlines 
to catch and kill 19 species of shark, in the World 
Heritage site. Since July 2016, at least 432 animals 
had drowned on the drumlines and at least 91 sharks 
were found alive and then shot dead by a contractor 
employed by the Queensland Government. 

Acting for client Humane Society International 
– Australia (HSI), EDO first took the case to the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT), challenging 
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority’s 
decision to permit the state to continue its lethal 
control program for another 10 years. 

In April 2019, the AAT found that the lethal 
component of the Shark Control Program does not 
reduce the risk to swimmers from sharks on the reef 
and that the killing of sharks caught on a drumline 
“should be a last resort, and not occur as a matter 
of practice”. 

The AAT also applied the precautionary principle in 
refusing to permit the lethal aspect of the program 
because of concerns that killing tiger sharks could 
have significant adverse impacts on the health of 
the reef.

The Queensland Government appealed against the 
decision. In September 2019, the Federal Court 
upheld the decision on every ground. 

In December 2019, the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park Authority issued a new permit to the 
Queensland Government reflecting the orders made 
by the AAT.
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Turtle Protection Appeal

In June 2020, two community groups secured 
improved conditions to protect endangered marine 
turtles from a development on Queensland’s 
Sunshine Coast through court action. 

EDO assisted one of those groups, the Sunshine 
Coast Environment Council, in a planning appeal 
against a controversial 2018 approval by the 
Sunshine Coast Regional Council for an intensive 
high-density mixed use-development in a sensitive 
beachside location at Yaroomba.

Spectacled Flying Foxes

EDO has provided both legal and scientific advice 
to clients in Cairns who are working to prevent the 
eviction of the last roost of endangered spectacled 
flying foxes in the city. 

These flying foxes are a keystone species that move 
tree seeds from one isolated patch of rainforest to 
another and serve as long-distance pollinators in 
the World Heritage-listed Wet Tropics. 

In May, Cairns Regional Council secured permission 
under the EPBC Act to disperse the camp over a 
five-year period. 

Wildlife Trade: Best Practice Provisions in 
National Law

EDO and Humane Society International 
released a report on the commercial trade 
in wild animals, which is a multibillion-dollar 
industry that threatens the survival of many 
species and results in the inhumane treatment 
of countless animals every year. The report 
proposes stronger measures for wildlife trade in 
Australia’s legal regime to minimise these risks.

Left: The Maryfield landclearing case legal team  
with EDO Darwin Managing Lawyer Gillian Duggin 
(second from left).



Protecting Ningaloo Reef

We provided legal advice and support to a national 
environmental NGO with respect to a proposed oil 
pipeline manufacturing project at the ecologically 
sensitive Gulf of Exmouth, adjacent to the Ningaloo 
Reef World Heritage Area. If it goes ahead, the 
project will lead to large pipeline bundles being 
dragged through a humpback whale nursery and 
will facilitate the expansion of fossil fuel production 
off the WA coast, with attendant increases in 
greenhouse gas emissions. The Gulf, which remains 
in a largely natural state, is also threatened by other 
developments, including salt mining and limestone 
extraction proposals.

The pipeline manufacturing project is undergoing 
two simultaneous environmental assessments by 
the WA Environmental Protection Authority – one 
being an assessment of the project itself, the other 
being an assessment of a proposed change to the 
local planning framework to facilitate the project.

The WA Minister for Environment recently asked 
the Environmental Protection Authority to carry 
out a broader assessment of the cumulative 
environmental impacts of developments on the Gulf 
of Exmouth, leading to the postponement of the 
assessment of the pipeline manufacturing project 
for at least a year.

Protecting Tasmanian Devils  
in the Tarkine/ takanya

EDO has been representing the Tarkine National 
Coalition (TNC) over non-compliances at the Riley 
Creek hematite mine in Tasmania’s takayna / 
Tarkine region. 

Planning permission for Venture Minerals Ltd to 
operate the mine was granted in September 2013, 
while approval under the EPBC Act was granted 
in August 2013. The EPBC Act approval contains 
conditions including that Venture Minerals seek 
the Federal Environment Minister’s further written 
agreement for commencement of the mine if it  
had not substantially commenced within five  
years, and requiring the company to pay money 
towards the Save the Tasmanian Devil program 
upon commencement. 

The Riley Creek Mine went into care and 
maintenance in August 2014 after “operating” for a 
period of just three months.

In August 2019, Venture Minerals announced that 
it was intending to commence its mining activity, 
notwithstanding that its planning permit had 
arguably lapsed in September 2018 and that it was 
lacking the written agreement to commence from 
the Commonwealth Minister. At the same time, 
Venture Minerals proposed variations to its permit 
and approval so that it could transport ore at night, 
potentially putting endangered Tasmanian Devils at 
risk of becoming roadkill.

In December 2019, following representations 
made by EDO on behalf of the TNC, the Federal 
Government fined Venture Minerals $25,200 
for breaching its permit conditions relating to 
notification of commencement and failure to 
pay funds to the Save the Devil program. EDO is 
advising the TNC with respect to ongoing issues 
with the mine’s operations.
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Maules Creek Biodiversity Offsets Case

In April, we launched a legal challenge against 
the operator the Maules Creek mine for failing 
to secure thousands of hectares of biodiversity 
offsets near Narrabri in northern NSW. 

The mine gained federal approval in 2013 on 
the condition that the company secure 5,532 
hectares of biodiversity offsets to compensate 
for clearing a critically endangered 
ecological community, known as box gum 
grassy woodland. The operator, owned by 
Whitehaven, had until midnight on Tuesday 31 
March 2020 to secure its offsets. 

EDO brought action in the Federal Court on 
behalf of our client South East Forest Rescue 
(SEFR), seeking declarations that Whitehaven 
has breached, and will continue to breach, its 
federal approval conditions as well as orders 
requiring that the biodiversity offsets are 
secured and independently verified before 
further clearing goes ahead. 

Shortly after filing these proceedings, we 
were advised that the Environment Minister 
had granted Whitehaven another 12 months 
to secure its offsets – the third time the 
approval has been varied in this way. The case 
continues as SEFR alleges that Whitehaven 
has failed to verify that its proposed offset 
areas will satisfy its offsetting requirements 
and that Whitehaven is proposing to 
contravene its offsetting conditions.



Oil and Gas Development in Simpson and 
Pedrika Regions of SA

The Simpson Desert is one of Australia’s largest 
remaining areas of high-quality wilderness. It is 
home to an incredible diversity of species and 
attracts birds from all over Australia for massive 
breeding events. Tri-Star Energy are proposing 
a petroleum exploration and geophysical 
operations project in the Simpson and Pedirka 
regions of South Australia. Tri-Star Energy have 
sought submissions on draft environmental 
impact report and a draft statement of 
environmental objectives. The project will be 
assessed by the SA Department of Energy and 
Mining and approval will be at the discretion of 
the Minister. Tri Star Energy will be focusing on 
both conventional and unconventional oil and 
gas opportunities. The EDO is advising a number 
of clients concerned about any environmental 
impacts arising from the project and their 
implications for further development of this 
region. These concerns include possible impacts 
on regional biodiversity and the Great Artesian 
Basin water resource.

Illegal Timber Exports in Western Australia

In late 2019 EDO provided legal advice and support 
to clients investigating potentially illegal logging 
activities being carried out by a timber mill operator 
in WA’s southwest forests. Whistleblower reports 
and activist research had revealed that the mill 
operator was exporting unprocessed native timber, 
in apparent violation of State Government policy 
that requires the ‘value-adding’ of timber before 
export. With EDO’s legal support, our client’s 
advocacy to the WA Forest Products Commission 
and Minister for Forestry resulted in the mill 
operator being stripped of its contract for the 
harvest of native Marri timber.
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“The Northern Territory 
environment is special, 
that’s why there is deep 
community concern when 
they hear about a proposal 
for deforestation on such a 
large scale.

“It’s imperative that we 
have strong laws about 
deforestation and climate 
change alongside more 
open process in making 
environment assessments.”

Shar Molloy, Director of the Environment Centre NT 
on the Maryfield land clearing case



Healthy 
Communities

Acland Community Heads to the High Court

After a decade-long David and Goliath legal 
battle to protect pristine agricultural land and 
groundwater from a coal mine expansion, the 
Acland community was granted leave to appeal 
to the High Court in June, to ask for a Land Court 
hearing unclouded by questions of fairness. 

EDO acts for the Oakey Coal Action Alliance, a 
group of farmers and local people who oppose 
the revised Acland Stage 3 coal mine proposed by 
New Acland Coal. Our long-running legal fight is 
testament to the resilience of this community and 
its determination to seek justice. 

The mine began operations in 2002, with Stage 2 of 
the project opening in 2006. However, the proposed 
Stage 3 expansion of the mine would swallow the 
town of Acland and impact surrounding farms. The 
area is known for having among the best 1.5% of 
agricultural land in Queensland. 

After a lengthy hearing in the Land Court and a 
series of subsequent appeals, the original decision 
to reject the mine was found to have been affected 
by apprehended bias. 

Usually a finding of apprehended bias would 
invalidate the whole judgement. However, on 1 
November 2019, the Court of Appeal gave final 
orders in the case and chose not to set aside the 
original decision. 

This throws into doubt a Land Court re-hearing  
of the noise arguments in the case, which was 
largely bound by the findings of the original Land 
Court decision – the judgment that has been found 
to be unfair. 

In June 2020, EDO successfully obtained special 
leave for OCAA to appeal to the High Court, so that 
they can have clarity around the decision which has 
profound impacts on their homes and livelihoods 
and ensure they can have their day in court in a 
hearing that’s not overshadowed by claims of bias 
and unfairness.

Separately, New Acland Coal has sought to 
liquidate OCAA over costs from a previous appeal. 
That case has been adjourned pending the High 
Court hearing.

EDO empowers people to use 
the law to protect Australia’s 
unique wildlife and landscapes.

Left: EDO Lawyers Andrew Kwan and Sean Ryan 
at the High Court in Canberra.





Citizen Representation Program

Our Citizen Representation Program expanded 
to Cairns in Far North Queensland in January 
2020, providing legal support services in a region 
that’s seen a significant increase in environmental 
protests in relation to Adani and the Galilee Basin. 

In the expanded program’s first months, an obvious 
highlight was a successful appeal against a harsh 
penalty handed down by the Magistrates Court for 
the new offence of ‘Use Dangerous Attachment 
Device’. In that case, the District Court upheld 
our submission that the sentence imposed at first 
instance was unduly harsh and imposed a fine as a 
penalty, instead of imprisonment and the recording 
of a conviction.

In addition to running cases in Queensland and 
throughout New South Wales, the program 
also provided ongoing support and advice to 
environmental groups throughout Australia during 
the COVID-19 pandemic about permissible activities 
under public health laws.

Julia Grix, Managing Lawyer CRP

Planning Reform in South Australia

Since 2014, the EDO has undertaken extensive 
advocacy work as the State Government has sought 
to roll out the largest ever planning changes in the 
state’s history. There is a new Act, Regulations, 
Guidelines, and critically, a new Planning and 
Design Code which will apply to all development 
applications from 2021. In particular the EDO has 
commented on all phases of the reforms including 
the code and has assisted numerous clients with 
advice on technical changes and key policy such 
as climate change, environmental protection, built 
heritage and third-party rights.

Outreach, the First Line of Defence

Through our legal education program, our lawyers 
engage with communities to demystify the law by 
explaining in plain English the rights and obligations 
it creates, and the opportunities it provides to have 
a say. We focus on building the capacity of our 
clients to engage effectively in the environmental 
decisions that affect them and the places they love.

Our education lawyers are often the first point 
of contact a community group has with the EDO. 
Early engagement in an environmental issue can 
avoid the need for litigation by helping ensure 
environmental decisions benefit from the full range 
of views and community expertise. However, we 
also help prepare communities for litigation by 
informing them of the options available to review 
unfavourable decisions through the courts.

2019/20 posed some unique challenges and 
opportunities for the program. As travel was 
restricted, we moved our workshops and seminars 
online. We missed the travel and the face-to-face 
interaction with our clients, but we were able to 
engage a much wider audience through online 
delivery and we’ll be maintaining a mix of delivery 
models into the future.
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Below Left: Kurri Kurri outreach workshop.

One of the highlights of the year was our seminar 
‘Environmental Justice Amid COVID 19’ which 
explained the changes made to planning and 
environment laws across the country in response 
to COVID-19 as well as the effect of public health 
orders on the community’s right to protest.

Before COVID restrictions locked us down, our 
lawyers in the NT travelled to remote Aboriginal 
communities to provide legal information and 
assistance with regards to CSG and proposed 
fracking of Country as well as the ongoing operations 
of the controversial McArthur River mine.

In NSW we continued our work with Tweed Valley 
clients who have been seeking to ensure greater 
regulatory oversight of the water bottling industry. 
Success came this year with the NSW Government 
approving changes to local planning laws that will 
prevent further expansion of the industry in the area.

In Queensland, our Citizen Representation 
Program delivered community legal education to 
community groups opposed to coal mining in the 
Gallilee basin to help them navigate their activities 
with more confidence.

Jemilah Hallinan, Director Legal Outreach

What’s Happening to Adelaide’s Trees?

The EDO has contributed law and policy reform 
expertise to a landmark report in an effort 
to reverse the alarming loss of Adelaide’s 
significant and mature trees.

The June report from the Conservation Council 
of South Australia, with input from several other 
organisations, captures the latest data from 
across Adelaide’s suburbs and highlights the 
dangers to wellbeing and the economy if the 
trend towards tree loss continues.

Transparency in the NT

Given the serious lack of publicly available 
information about government decision-making 
and the regulation of major projects in the Northern 
Territory, throughout the 2019/20 year we have 
assisted many clients to pursue greater transparency 
around environmental risks and impacts in their 
communities through freedom of information 
legislation. Focus areas have included the McArthur 
River Mine, petroleum activities in the Pedirka and 
Beetaloo Basins, and the proposed development 
of a space centre in East Arnhem Land. We have 
met and liaised with government departments and 
lodged a number of applications under both the 
Northern Territory and Commonwealth’s freedom 
of information laws to assist our clients pursue 
vital access to information about these significant 
projects in the face of industry and resources 
legislative frameworks that provide inadequate rights 
for the community to access critical information.

Right to Farm Bill 2019 

This Bill was designed to regulate actions  
of animal activists but was poorly drafted  
and had implications for lawful protest on public 
land. EDO made a submission in October 2019  
and gave expert evidence at a hearing on the 
existing laws of trespass and nuisance, and the  
Bill was subsequently amended to avoid 
unintended consequences.



Water

On our big dry continent, water is precious.  
EDO is a leading voice for water reform, 
empowering communities who rely on our rivers 
and groundwater to use the law to protect their 
water sources. 

This year:

• �Our work on the legality of NSW water-sharing 
plans gained significant media attention and 
prompted a public response by the Murray-
Darling Basin Authority.

• �We co-authored an article which found that the 
Australian Government’s $4 billion irrigation 
efficiency program for the Murray-Darling Basin 
(MDB) led to subsidised irrigators extracting up to 
28 per cent more water. 

• �EDO lawyers continued efforts to ensure 
compliance with the law by water users in the 
Murray-Darling Basin, and the protection of 
the communities, species and ecosystems that 
depend on healthy rivers.

“The EDO has been involved in high-profile 
work investigating core water governance 
issues in Australia. These include the 
metering and measurement of water, water 
accounting, and the regulatory framework 
surrounding irrigation modernisation 
subsidies totaling several billion dollars. 

The work has included co-authorship of 
peer-reviewed journal articles which have 
gained national and international attention 
and contributed to ongoing scrutiny and 
understanding of fundamental water 
management issues. 

As an indicator of our impact, some of 
this work has been featured by the World 
Economic Forum and now forms part of its 
Sustainable Development Impact Forum, 
which reaches millions around the globe. 

These and other projects have been 
undertaken with an eye to building upon 
our groundbreaking investigative legal 
work which contributed to significant 
water reform in New South Wales, notably 
the creation of a new water regulator and 
stronger metering laws. These new laws 
will begin phased implementation from 
December 2020.

While we acknowledge and celebrate 
these outcomes, given the history of poor 
implementation of water laws in NSW and 
beyond, we remain vigilant and will continue 
to advocate for strong water governance 
across all Australian jurisdictions.” 

EDO Special Counsel, Dr Emma Carmody
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Adani Mine’s Water Scheme Challenged

Amid one of the biggest environmental battles of 
our era – against Adani’s Carmichael Coal Mine - 
EDO is representing clients challenging approvals 
for water infrastructure for the mine. 

The federal assessment of the North Galilee Water 
Scheme (NGWS) did not apply the ‘water trigger’ 
under the EPBC Act, which was designed to assess 
significant water impacts of actions involving large 
coal mining developments. 

On behalf of our client, the Australian Conservation 
Foundation, EDO argues that the water trigger 
should apply to the NGWS such that the impacts on 
matters of national environmental significance are 
fully assessed.

EDO also represented ACF in related litigation 
against the NGWS that was successful in July 2019, 
but did not resolve the water trigger issue. 

In that case, the Federal Environment Minister 
admitted the Federal Government failed to consider 
some of the thousands of valid public submissions 
about if, and how, Adani’s project should be 
assessed – in breach of the EPBC Act.



Proposed Expansion of Olympic Dam Mine 

The Olympic Dam mine operated by BHP and 
located in the north of SA is one of the largest 
copper mines in the world. It also produces 
uranium, gold and silver. It takes ground water 
free of charge from the Great Artesian Basin and, 
as part of its planned expansion, BHP has applied 
for the right to extract 50 million litres of water a 
day from the basin for a 25-year period. The Basin 
Springs are Federally listed as an endangered 
ecological community. A key feature of the mine’s 
expansion is a massive new tailings dam, called 
Tailings Storage Facilities 6. TSF6 will cover an area 
of nearly three square kilometres. This waste poses 
a significant long-term risk to the environment 
and must be isolated for more than 10,000 years – 
effectively forever. The design for the tailings dam 
is a low-cost ‘upstream’ design, which a US report 
has recommended should be banned. In June the 
Federal Government announced that it would seek 
to fast track a number of projects around Australia 
including this one. BHP is currently preparing an 
environmental impact statement. EDO Adelaide 
is providing advice to various clients about the 
assessment process.

Below: Dr Emma Carmody with  
Mayor of Brewarrina Phil O’Connor.

“The Australian Floodplain Association 
(AFA) formed in 2006 due to the concern 
of floodplain graziers in the Murray 
Darling and Lake Eyre Basins about 
the declining ecological health and 
productivity of floodplains. Government 
mismanagement coupled with 
unsustainable and sometimes illegal over-
extraction for irrigation was the cause of 
this decline. The last 14 years has seen 
the AFA cement its place as a credible, 
fact driven peak body in the Murray 
Darling Basin water debate, offering 
governments an alternate agricultural 
community perspective to that of the 
irrigation industry. It would not have been 
possible to be so confidently positioned 
without the wonderful support provided 
by the Environmental Defenders Office, 
especially that of Dr Emma Carmody. 
The EDO has always provided valuable, 
timely, strategic, and highly professional 
legal advice to the AFA. It is an incredibly 
important support mechanism for 
community groups who elect to challenge 
government policy and decisions.” 

The Australian Floodplain Association
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“Providing advice to EDO and 
their clients is very satisfying 
because I am able to apply 
theoretical concepts to real 
situations and serve the 
public good at the same time. 
In applying theory I often 
come to new realisations 
that enhances both my other 
research and my teaching.”  

Dr Neil Perry, Senior Research Lecturer in Corporate 
Social Responsibility and Sustainability, UWS



Aina Grodahl, Senior Advisor, PNG and Myanmar 
Program, Rainforest Foundation Norway

“We are very proud to be 
supporting EDO’s excellent 
work with local partners in 
PNG. Our collaborative efforts 
to protect the world’s third 
largest intact virgin rainforest is 
gaining momentum and EDO’s 
long standing partnerships and 
technical expertise is critical for 
our success.” 

International 
Program

The Sepik, Papua New Guinea 

In May 2020, 28 Haus Tambarans (Spirit Houses) 
of the Sepik River issued a declaration under the 
powers of the Supreme Sukundimi, the River God: 
that the Frieda River Mine is banned. 

This Supreme Sukundimi Declaration, as it has 
become known, represents the voices of over 
78,000 people who live along the eastern part of 
the Sepik River and rely upon it for their culture, life 
and livelihoods. 

The Sepik River and its peoples are at risk from the 
Frieda River gold and copper mine (Mine), which is 
to be built near the head waters of the Sepik River 
and proposes a tailings dam 2.5 times of the size of 
Sydney Harbour. The Mine would be the largest in 
PNG’s history and one of the largest in the world. 
Waste from the proposed Mine would be stored 
in perpetuity in the tailings dam, located on the 
Frieda River (a tributary of the Sepik River) and in a 
seismically active area of PNG which is also prone to 
extreme rainfall. 

The tailings dam is supposed to also function as a 
hydroelectric dam and this, and other associated 
infrastructure, such as roads, has been promoted 
by the investors as a wider nation building project. 
However, this claim does not hold up to scrutiny 
and, just like Ok Tedi, it is an ecological and human 
rights disaster waiting to happen. 

To the Sepik communities, the River is life. As, Mr 
Emmanual Peni, Coordinator of Project Sepik, says, 
“as custodians of the River, we take pride in it, we 
celebrate it and use it to live. The River gives us our 
identity, our culture and our spirituality. We may 
have cultural totems, such as the birds or parts of 
trees or the sky, or the lake, but all of that connects 
back to the River, it’s the main vein or the backbone 
that holds together all of those beliefs, ideas, 
expressed as cultural totems or expressions… The 
River is life. Kill the River, kill me.”

EDO’s International Program is proudly partnering 
with the Centre for Environmental Law and 
Community Rights (CELCOR), which is acting for 

Our International Program works to empower 
peoples across the Pacific region to use the law  
to protect the environment and communities.  
The program operates at the critical intersection 
of indigenous rights and environmental protection. 
We centre indigenous perspectives and rights  
as we build partnerships to protect human rights 
and the environment through the informed use of 
the law. 
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Project Sepik and other representatives of  
the Sepik community. With CELCOR, we 
provide legal assistance to a coalition of local 
and international partners to raise the local 
peoples’ legal concerns and rights with local and 
international bodies, including PNG’s Conservation 
Environment Protection Authority (CEPA), the PNG 
Ombudsman Commission, and key United Nations 
Special Rapporteurs. 

In March 2020, CELCOR and Project Sepik made 
comprehensive submissions to CEPA in relation 
to the deficiencies of the environmental impact 
statement for the Project. EDO supported its 
partners to obtain 10 independent expert reports 
in support of Project Sepik’s submission. Of key 
concern is the risk of the tailings dam collapsing 
which would cause catastrophic loss of life and be 
a disaster to the unique and important ecology of 
the River and its surrounds. The other key concern 
is the lack of free, prior and informed consent of the 
local peoples living along the Sepik River.

EDO and partners are also investigating World 
Heritage Listing for the region and ways in which 
the cultural and spiritual significance of the River 

can be recognised under PNG and international law 
through the exciting and emerging law on the rights of 
nature and the rights of indigenous peoples.

The Sepik River is the Amazon of our region. It is the 
largest unpolluted freshwater system in PNG and 
one of the largest and most intact freshwater basins 
in the Asia Pacific region. In 2006, the Upper Sepik 
River Basin was transitionally listed for World Heritage 
status by the PNG Government. The Sepik Region is 
rich in culture, a haven for biodiversity, and home to 
some of PNG’s rarest plants and animals. The region is 
also connected to and part of PNG’s largest rainforest 
which reaches into West Papua and is the third largest 
intact virgin rainforest in the world. 

The region is relatively untouched by industrial 
development and its health is relied upon by the 
peoples who live there. It is under threat not only from 
the Frieda River Mine but from PNG’s insatiable and 
destructive logging industry. EDO is proud to be part 
of the fight to protect the Sepik Region.

BJ Kim, International Program Director 

“The Sepik River is  
not ours. We are only 
vessels of the Sepik  
Spirit that dwells to 
protect it. We will guard  
it with our lives”

Supreme Sukundimi, the River God declaration 
by the Haus Tambaran of the Sepik River



Logging PNG’s Rainforest

PNG, home to the world’s third largest intact 
virgin rainforest (after the Amazon and the Congo 
Basin), is currently the scene of the “greatest 
landgrab in modern history”. This is resulting in an 
environmental crisis of global significance and an 
unfolding human rights tragedy. Nearly one-third of 
the land has been taken from traditional owners and 
placed in the hands of foreign corporations through 
large-scale land grabbing deals and concessions.

The narrative is often the same, foreign-owned 
logging companies convince a small group of 
customary landowners to allow lands to be logged on 
the promise of royalties and much needed services, 
like roads, schools and hospitals. The rest of their 
community who are also landowners are completely 
unaware of the logging project. Also, it often turns 
out that the small group of landowners who agreed 
to the project were not informed of the scale of the 
logging or its impacts on the environment. Once 
the logging takes place, their land is destroyed and 
wealth stolen, their rivers and drinking water are 
polluted with heavy oil from logging machinery, and 
barely a small fraction of the promised benefits, 
trickle down. Most logging projects take place 
under Government granted concessions but when 
scrutinised, usually lack free, prior and informed 
consent by landowners and often involve multiple 
human rights and other legal violations.

Logging impacts every PNG province. The Sepik 
Region (Sandaun and East Sepik Province) is 
connected to the world’s third largest intact virgin 
rainforest and remains relatively unlogged. It is 
therefore a key priority area for protection. With 
the proposed Frieda River Mine, the remote and 
mountainous areas of the Sepik Region will be 
connected by newly constructed road to the north 
coast town of Vanimo. Construction of such roads 
will inevitably expose these pristine areas, some of 
the most remote and untouched areas of PNG, to 
logging risks.

EDO’s International Program is working with 
CELCOR and partners to develop and implement 
legal strategies that are having broad ranging and 
systemic impacts to curb the ongoing human rights 
breaches and environmental destruction associated 
with logging activities.

Peter Bosip, Executive Director, Centre for 
Environmental Law and Community Rights

“CELCOR has enjoyed a strong 
and respectful partnership with 
EDO since CELCOR’s inception in 
2011. Our teams have successfully 
worked together on some of the 
most significant environmental 
law matters in PNG, including 
the deep sea bed mining case. 
Our partnership only grows 
stronger as we continue 
our vital work to empower 
our communities to protect 
their culture, livelihoods and 
environment through the law.” 
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Wagina 

In March 2019, our partners in Solomon Islands, the 
Landowners Advocacy Legal Support Unit (LALSU), 
made history and successfully argued for the 
decision of the Director of Environment’s decision 
to grant a development consent for a bauxite mine 
on Wagina Island to be overturned. The developer, 
which has Australian links, appealed the decision 
and with our assistance, LALSU lodged a rigorous 
response to the appeal and the community still 
awaits a decision.

“Wagina is our life”

“Save Tuvalu,  
Save the World”

Mr Tebukewa Mereki, Community leader, 
Wagina Island

Enele Sopoaga, former Prime Minister 
of Tuvalu

UN Climate Summit

In September 2019, Fleur Ramsay, Special Counsel 
with the International Program, attended the UN 
Climate Summit in New York, to strategise with 
Pacific leaders and NGOs on legal avenues for 
addressing climate change. A range of legal actions 
are in development as a result of these discussions, 
including a proposal being spearheaded by Vanuatu, 
to request the International Court of Justice to provide 
an advisory opinion on state responsibility for climate 
change, including specific harms to Pacific Island 
states as a result of climate change. The ICJ is yet to 
consider the responsibility of states, such as Australia, 
to avoid dangerous climate change.

Above: EDO International Program Director BJ Kim 
provides advice to clients



Our People

Directors
The following persons held the 
office of director during the year 
and up to report date:

•	 Dr Bronwyn Darlington      

•	 The Hon. Kevin Rozzoli AM

•	 Mr Paul Brown 

•	 Ms Jane Wilder 

•	 Mr Jeff Smith

•	 Ms Catherine Hathaway

•	 Mr Joe Morrison

•	 Prof Jan McDonald

•	 Ms Susanne Behrendt

•	 The Hon. Michael Barker

•	 Dr Kate Galloway

•	 Mr Pepe Clarke

•	 Mr Phillip Vernon

•	 Mr Brent Wallace

Former Board and 
Committee Members
Thank you to the following 
people for their commitment to 
EDO’s of Australia and for their 
enormous contributions before, 
during and after the merger 
process.

ACT
Karl Goiser
Bruce Chalmers
Tracy Blunck
Clara Wilson
Deborah Nesbitt
Kasy Chambers
Julia Pitts
Geoffrey Miles
Roland Manderson
Lee Nelson
Sharyn Sinclair-Hannocks

Northern Territory
Will Crawford
Kirsty Howey
Ros Vickers
Kate Bradbury
Tida Nou
Neil von Bertouch
Gareth Lewis 
Shar Molloy
Alex Read

North Queensland
Brynn Mathews
Paul Mathews
Stuart Worboys
Grant Fawcett
George Davidson
Christina Sheperd
Dr Alexandra McEwan
Dr Kate Galloway

Queensland
Rachel Eberhard
Paul Rees
Susanne Behrendt
Vikki McLeod
Dan Morton

South Australia
Yvonne Baulderstone
Karen Bubna-Litic 
Richard Cook 
Anna Dutkiewicz
Alexandra Wawryk

Tasmania
Tom Baxter
Alison Hetherington
Michael Easton
Sarah Wilson
Michael Fuller-Smith 
Angie McGowan 
Jill Hickie
Greta Binning 
Jen Brown

Western Australia
Dr Hugh Finn
Prof Alex Gardner
Clare Ward-Noonan
Becky Rorrison
Susannah Macbeth
Inan Ahmed
Andrew Disney

EDO’s staff team brings 
together experienced legal 
professionals who are experts 
in environmental, planning, 
corporate and criminal law, 
scientists, marketing and 
fundraising specialists and 
skilled administration staff.  
Our successes are down to  
their continuing hard work  
and commitment.
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EDO’s Staff as at  
30th June 2020:

David Morris
Chief Executive Officer

Blake Powell 
Operations Director

Adelaide Office
Gabrielle Bond

Melissa Ballantyne – Managing 
Lawyer

Brisbane Office
Alison Rose

Andrew Kwan

Anna Reynolds

Briana Collins

Bronwyn Bell

Christine Grodd

Deborah Brennan

Juanita Williams

Jo-Anne Bragg - Executive 
Director

Karen Cutler

Revel Pointon

Sean Ryan - Principal Lawyer

Cairns Office
Kirstiana Ward - Managing 
Lawyer

Marie Short

Naim Santoso-Miller

Citizen Representation 
Program
Daniel Bakewell

Daniel Thompson

Julia Grix – Managing Lawyer

Darwin Office
Gillian Duggin - Managing Lawyer

Ingrid Nadjarian

Meg Lamb

Left to right: Naim Santoso-Miller, Alison Rose, Briana Collins.



Fundraising, Marketing and 
Communications Team
Aaron Lamb - Director

Amber Sprunt 

Anthony Gough

Daria O’Neill

Mhairi McClymont

Roma Harvey

Susan Ardill

Tom Trumble

Vanessa Bartholomew

Hobart Office
Claire Bookless 

Jasper Lambe

Nicole Sommer -  
Managing Lawyer

Perth Office
Lauren Butterly

Ruby Hamilton

Sarah Flynne

Tim Macknay -  
Managing Lawyer

Scientific Program
Karen Winfield

Megan Kessler –  
Scientific Director
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Sydney Office
Belinda Rayment

BJ Kim –  
International Program Director

Brendan Dobbie

Catheryn Cheetham

Cerin Loane

Eamon Fraser-Crooks –  
Data and IT administrator

Elizabeth Kristensen

Elaine Johnson - Principal 
Solicitor

Emily Long

Dr Emma Carmody

Fleur Ramsay

Georgie Murch

Jasper Brown

Jemilah Hallinan –  
Outreach Director

Kirsty Jordan

Matt Floro

Nadja Zimmermann

Natalie Vella

Rachel Walmsley –  
Policy and Law Reform Director

Rana Koroglu

William Moore

Opposite, left to right: BJ Kim,  
Cecilia Fonseca, Lauren Butterly, 
Sarah Flynne, Tim Macknay,  
Ruby Hamilton Bottom:  
Melissa Ballantyne, Sean Ryan
Above, left to right: Elaine Johnson 
(front, second from left),  
Belinda Rayment, Jemilah Hallinan.
Bottom: Rana Koroglu,  
Nicole Sommer.



Remembering 
Steve Garamy

In May 2020, our Sydney office lost a beloved 
colleague, Steve Garamy.

All organisations have special people who are part 
of their fabric and who go out of their way to quietly 
help and support their colleagues and friends 
around them. Steve was one of those people. 

The amount he did for our team, both in a 
professional and personal capacity - often quietly 
and without fanfare – is difficult to understate. 
Among the many examples, Steven assisted one 
of our team to understand their new role as the 
voluntary treasurer of a charity; he attended our 
exhibitions, sporting events and plays (even if they 
weren’t really his thing); and he stayed back late 
ensuring our wheels were greased, our bills were 
paid and our books were kept meticulously.

Steven’s death was both immensely sad and a deep 
shock to us. He is deeply missed by all of us who 
knew him at EDO.

Beyond Blue’s support line is open 24/7  
on 1300 22 4636.

Steve, first on the left, with EDO Sydney staff in 2018.
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Vale The Hon  
Jane Mathews AO

In September 2019, we paid 
tribute to our much-loved EDO 
NSW Patron and former Chair,  
the Hon. Jane Mathews AO.

David Morris, CEO, wrote:

Jane lived an extraordinary life, 
one dedicated to serving the 
community. As noted by many, 

Jane did not just believe in equality, she used her 
life to push for it to become a reality. And, in reality, 
Jane’s life contributed to making society more 
equal for all of us.

A great deal has been said about Jane’s remarkable 
legal career. The Bar Association’s tribute described 
her career as a “string of firsts”. She was the first 
female crown prosecutor appointed in 1977, the 
first female judge in NSW when appointed to 
the District Court in 1980 and the first woman 
appointed to the Supreme Court in 1987. She would 
go on to serve in the Federal Court of Australia – 
where she sat as an Acting Judge until last year 
– and was President of the Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal. Jane’s distinguished legal career was all 
the more impressive because of the prejudice and 
discrimination she faced along the way. 

Jane had many interests outside of the law. Her 
love of opera, particularly Wagner’s Ring Cycle, 
was famous. For the years she served as Chair of 
the EDO, there was a strong correlation between 
whether meetings were chaired with ruthless 
efficiency – nights when Jane had an engagement 
with the opera to follow – and meetings where there 
was considerably more latitude for discussion.

A less reported fact about Jane was her passion 
for the environment and her commitment to 
seeing environmental laws improved and more 
rigorously enforced. Jane’s leadership was that of 
a true champion of the EDOs. Engaged to the very 

end, Jane never missed an opportunity to advocate 
on the significance of environmental laws, to make 
an important introduction and to speak forcefully 
about the role and importance of the Environmental 
Defenders Office. 

Jane often spoke with us about how critical 
environmental laws were in the context of the dual 
threats of climate change and biodiversity loss. In her 
first meeting as Chair of the Board, Jane was asked 
why she wanted to Chair the EDO and she noted her 
love for the environment and words to the effect, “It’ll 
allow me to spread my wings”. She spoke fondly of her 
times at Kangaroo Valley and her family connection 
with the King Parrot, “the most wonderful of birds”. 
Jane also took a keen interest in the Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage work of the office. This was an 
area she had hoped to be more involved in on her 
retirement from the Court.

Jane was appointed Chair of EDO NSW on 23 October 
2013 and remained in that role until 12 March 2019, 
when she was forced to step down because of her 
illness. Her association with the EDO did not, however, 
stop there. She recently accepted the invitation to 
serve as EDO NSW’s Patron.

It was an incredible honour for all of us involved with 
EDO NSW to have Jane serve as our Chair for more 
than five years and, recently, as our Patron. Jane 
mentioned how her involvement with the EDO had 
enriched her life. We can safely say the feeling is 
mutual and we shall we miss her dearly.

In a recent EDO publication Jane said, “I would 
like to be remembered as a person who made a 
real contribution to our society and in my view, 
environmental issues are the most important issues 
facing the globe today”. There need be no doubt 
that Jane will be remembered as a person whose 
contribution to society was both enormous and rare.
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Scientific and  
Expert Advisers
The EDO Scientific and Expert 
Advisory Service works to 
ensure our lawyers and clients 
receive independent, objective 
scientific advice to support 
our policy, advice, litigation 
and legal education work. In 
2019/20 we were very grateful 
to those attending the NSW Gala 
dinner who collectively donated 
sufficient funds for us to employ 
a three day a week Scientific 
Officer for a year. This has been 
a much needed boost as the 
Scientific and Expert Advisory 
Program transitioned from 
predominantly supporting the 
NSW team to ensuring the EDO 
lawyers and our clients across 
the country receive appropriate 
scientific and expert advice.

In 2019/20, 87 experts provided 
over 100 pieces of expert 
advice to EDO staff and our 
clients. Expert advice included 



comprehensive reviews of the 
Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Sepik Development 
Infrastructure Project, including 
the Frieda River copper and gold 
mine which, if approved, would 
be the largest in PNG and one 
of the largest in the world. EDO 
also engaged experts on behalf 
of our client, Manyana Matters 
Environment Association, to 
provide advice in relation to 
proceedings which resulted 
in the Federal Court making 
orders noting the undertaking 
given by Ozyhomes that it 
would not commence clearing 
of any vegetation – other than 
that required for perimeter 
fencing – on the 20 hectare 
site at Manyana intended to 
be developed for a 180 lot 
residential subdivision.

As always, we thank all the 
experts we work with for 
their ongoing willingness to 
ensure that the individuals and 
community groups working to 
protect our environment have 
access to the best scientific 
advice possible. In 2019/20 that 
included:

Abbas El-Zein

Adam Loch

Adrian Werner

Alison Ziller

Amanda Reichelt-Brushett

Andrew Nimmo

Andy Marr

Ariane Weiss

Barry Noller

Brendan Ryan

Celine Steinfeld

Christine Coughanowr

Christopher Dickman

Christopher MacGregor

Claire DeLacey

David Adamson

David Barnes

David Jordan

David Milledge

David Shearman

Diana Fisher

Emmett O’Loughlin

Erica Garcia

Eytan Rocheta

Garry Daly

Gemma Viney

Golam Kibria

Grant Hose

Gustaf Reutersward

Howard Bridgman

Ian Cordery

Ian McKenzie

Ian Wright

Inge Riebe

Jamie Pittock

Jeff Camkin

Jim Tait

John Dartnall

John Quiggin

John Williams

Julie Mondon

Justine Bell-James

Karl Bossard

Kate Owens

Luke Mosley

Mark Chernaik

Mark Leonard

Martin Hawes

Mathew Crowther

Matthew Currell

Matthew James

Megan Kessler,  
Scientific Director

Michael Main

Narelle Irvine

Neil Perry

Nick Skelton

Nicolas Israel

Paul Harvey

Pete Ryan

Philip Zylstra

Quentin Grafton

Renata Bali

Richard Barcham

Robert Kooyman

Roderick Campbell

Rodger Tomlinson

Rosemary Lyster

Sharyn Anderson

Simon Nicholas

Steve Debus

Steve Douglas

Steven Pells

Steve Phillips

Teresa Rose

Thomas Grant

Tim Buckley

Trevor Pearce

Warwick Giblin

Will Steffen

William Milne-Home
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We also thank our Technical 
Advisory Panel for their 
ongoing advice:
Professor Christopher Dickman

Associate Professor Iain MacGill

Professor John Quiggin

Professor Nicole Gurran

Professor Richard Kingsford

Thank you also to:
Legal Students  
and Volunteers
Thank you to the following 
volunteers and legal students 
who have contributed hundreds 
of hours to EDO and our clients. 
We could not do what we do 
without you.

Annika Reynolds 

Dominic Craddick

Zhengliang Zhang

Abigail Brunton

Adelaide Grisard

Aideen Gallagher

Alessandra Hayward

Alex Petrolo

Alex Greig

Alexander Benn

Alice O’Connor

Alison Howard

Amy Lafferty

Andrew Brodzeli

Andrew Mahler 

Andrew Dunn

Andrew Lee-Manwar

Anna Hamoy

Anna Ung

Anna Kretowicz

Anneka Atley

Asha Varghese

Ashley Agar

Austen Hunt

Benjy Katzeff

Boris Novoselov

Brigitte McLeod

Caleb O’Brien

Callum McConnell

Camilla More

Camilo Carvasal

Campbell Green

Cara Spicer

Carla Blackman

Carmel Moorhead

Caroline Doyle-Wiaczek

Carolyn Hsu

Charlotte Anderson

Clare Sayers

Claudia Levings

Connor Woulfe

Daniele Antonaglia

Divya Narayan

Edward Watson

Edwina Oxenham

Eleanor Sondergeld

Ella Humphreys

Ellen Roberts 

Elliott Tripp

Emiko Watanabe

Emily Rudz

Emma Turner

Erika Aligno

Erika Vass 

Faye Gabrielle 

Fiona Waring

Francesca Cutri

George Davidson

Grace Huang

Grace McCabe

Hannah Laviano

Harry Gordon

Heather Newton

Holly Acquisto

Jacinta Cafe

Jack Jones

Jacob Higgins

Jacqui Krynda

Jacqui Maujean

Jadviga Kobryn-Coletti

Jasper Brown

Jeremy Soh

Jim Henry

Joanna Endacott

Jonathan Barnett

Jonathon Wunsch

Jordan Elliott

Kah-Mun Wong

Karen Khoo

Katalyna Pineros

Kate Davis

Kathleen Cantarella

Katja Griesbach

Katy Morrison

Kit Holmes

Kristina Simic

Lara Norman

Lara Scott 

Laura Hull



Lauren Bicknell

Lauren Chee-Lui Catanchin

Lily Douglas

Lily Frame

Lokgei Lee

Lou Stonehouse

Lucy Kaiser

Mackenzie Kirby

Maddi Cannell-Lunn

Madeleine Eaton

Madeline Lilly-Howe

Margaret Turnbull

Maria Wilhelsya Inviolata Watu 
Raka

Matilda Franklin

Matthew Gardner

Matthew Doherty

Max Moffatt

Melisa Quinn

Mike Hale

Mischa Davenport

Mollie O’Connor

Nanak Narulla

Naomi Hauser

Natalie Penn

Natasha Wykes

Nicola Nearhos

Nikki Dohnt

Nischala McDonnell

Noemie Huttner-Koros

Oliver Sekulic

Otis Platt

Owen Kipling

Paris Cantwell

Peta Banbas

Peter Youll

Peter Rowell

Phoebe Saxon

Priam Rangiah

Quintin Gravatt

Raad Pharaon

Rachel Chick

Raymond Beerenfels

Rebecca Chapple 

Rena Hasimi

Richard Cook

Riley Quinn

Rohan Nanthakumar

Rory McDonald

Rose Parday

Rose Foster

Salman Shah

Samuel Colley-King

Sarah Flint

Sebastian Boccardo

Shiryn Hagh

Sophie Chalmers 

Stephen Butler

Tanja Mutton

Tara Carroll

Thanaya Naidu

Thuy Pham

Tim Budden

Tim Dickson

Tom Green

Trudy Anderson

Verity Smith

Vicki Campbell

Vivian Lee

William Hultman

William Kadi

William Holbrook

Yale Hudson-Flux

Yashada Kulkarni 

Yolana Keogh 

Dr Zahra Stardust
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Our Legacy 
Partners
EDO recognises those who have decided to include 
us in their wills. Thank you for this special gift of 
generosity and for the foresight to ensure that the 
communities and organisations which depend on 
us to defend their environment continue to have 
access to justice. 

Maria and Richard Maguire

Lee Andresen

Sharyn Munro

Sue-Ellen Smith

Carolyn Williams

Mikla and Wayne Lewis

Jane Wilder

Terry and Eileen Lustig

Juliet Thomas

Innes and Tracey Larkin

Mark Parnell

Anne Boxhall

Murray Haseler

Deborah Moseley 

Anne Rault

We would also like to acknowledge and thank those 
who have a left a gift in their will to EDO and would 
prefer to remain anonymous.

Keep us informed

If you have included a gift in your will to EDO, please 
let us know as we would love the opportunity to 
thank you formally and invite you to join our list of 
legacy partners in our next Annual Report. This also 
helps us plan for the future. If you are interested 
in leaving a legacy of hope for future generations, 
would like to talk to our bequest specialist or 
receive a copy of our bequest brochure, please 
contact us at bequests@edo.org.au and we will be 
in touch.



Donor  
Acknowlegement
We can’t do any of this 
without you

An enormous thank you for 
the outstanding support 
given by EDO’s community of 
philanthropists. You’ve backed 
us through this challenging 
year and made it possible for 
EDO to launch world-leading 
litigation, design and advocate 
for best-practice environmental 
legislation and empower 
hundreds of clients to act to 
protect the places, plants and 
animals they love. Together 
with our brave clients, we make 
a significant difference for 
our climate, nature and future 
generations. 

This is only possible because of 
your generous support. Words 
cannot express our heartfelt 
gratitude for your generous gifts.

Now, as One EDO and with 
the generous backing of our 
outstanding Philanthropic 
Community, EDO can tackle 
the biggest environmental 
crises facing our country and 
the Pacific. We look forward to 
continuing this journey with you 
and building on our success in 
the coming years.

Anna Kaemmerling and  
Bryan Havenhand 

Australian Communities 
Foundation - the Keith and 
Jeannette Ince sub fund 

Wendy Bowman

Pam and Colin Brown

Tim Buckley

Carrawa Foundation

Center for Climate Integrity (CCI) 
- InfluenceWatch

Amanda Cohn

Joan Staples and Barry Crisp

Debbie Dadon AM

Diversicon  
Environmental Foundation 

The Gary White Foundation

The Graeme Wood Foundation

Andrew Hall

Colin and Barbara Hindmarsh

The Morris Foundation

The Ian Potter Foundation

Josette Wunder 

The Kimberley Foundation

The Kirby Foundation

Ross Knowles

Kristina Stefanova

The Lenko Family Foundation

GreenCollar Group

Geoffrey & Ann Long

Simon Niblock &  
Prof Louise Maple-Brown

Peter and Kim Martin

McKinnon Family Foundation

Simon Monk

Morris Family Foundation

The Myer Foundation

Cynthia Nadai

Norman Family Foundation

The Norman Rothfield Peace  
& Justice Fund

Vicki Olsson

The Orgill Family foundation

The Pace Foundation

Paddy Pallin Foundation Pty Ltd

Carolyn Ridge and Philip Bragg

Purves Environment Fund

Raymond E. Purves Foundation

Rebecca Gorman and  
John Sevior

Anne Reeves

Ryan Cooper Family Foundation

Seeds for Life Fund

The SM Robinson PAF 

Brian Snape AM

Tertini Charitable Foundation

Jeff and Julie Wicks

And those who chose to  
remain Anonymous.
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Our 2019 Sydney Gala Sponsor: 

The Environmental and Planning Law Association  
of NSW (EPLA) 

And auction sponsors,  
speakers and contributors:

Belvoir Street Theatre 
(Happy 35th Birthday, Belvoir!) 

Samuel Chadwick, artist First Dog on the Moon 

Jackie French

Franck Gohier & EDO NT 

Dianne Montague, Julie Lyford and the  
Community of Gloucester 

Naomi Hamilton

David Robinson and Sue Jacobs 

Janine Kitson and Sharon Howard,  
The Gang Gang Gallery 

Dr Karl Kruszelnicki AM

The McClure Family,  
Kallara Station Monkey Baa Theatre Company

Ian Napier, Wombat Crossing

Rob Purves, Corinna Wilderness Lodge 

Quentin Dempster AM 

Tim Winton

Chief Justice Brian Preston 

Cecily Hardy

Our 2019 Point to Pinnacle Team

Vicki Campbell, Bec Johnson, Daniel Panek,  
Nic Fitzgerald, Sonia Caton, Adam,  
Kenna Reid-Clark, Claire Bookless, David Day,  
Phil Stigant, Jen Brown, Moira,  
Hannah Moloney, Tricia, Sally Stone-Schack,  
Peter Jones, Heajin, Joanne Hickman,  
Trent Henderson, Danielle, Euan, Sarah Wilson,  
Nikki Collie, Nik, Claire, Eldene O’Shea, Greta, Fiona



Financial  
Report
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Income
Total
$7,708,734

Total
$5,843,333

Salaries and  
Staffing Costs   
4,579,613

Operations 
588,136 

Organisational Development 
495,103  

Professional Fees 
405,062 

Program Costs 
180,481 

Other
680,153 

Government and PPF  
1,478,491

Programs Income 
475,559   

Donations and Philanthropy 
4,669,469

Expenditure



Directors report for the year ended  
30 June 2020 

Principal Activities

The principal activity of the entity during the 
financial year of the company during the course 
of the year was Provision of Environmental Law 
Services. There have been no significant changes in 
the nature of these activities during the year.

Short-term and Long-term Objectives

The entity’s short-term objectives are:

•	 Effective legal protection of the environment.

•	 An empowered community.

•	 Leadership & influence.

•	 A dynamic sustainable organization.

The entity’s long-term objective is to contribute to a 
sustainable environment protected through the rule 
of law.

Strategies

To achieve its stated objectives, the entity has 
adopted the following strategies:

•	 Public interest lawyering.

•	 Policy and law reform.

•	 Community legal education.

•	� Multi-disciplinary approach supported by  
sound science.

•	 Communications and media.

New Accounting Standards Implemented

The Entity has implemented three new Accounting 
Standards that are applicable for the current 
reporting period and have come into effect, which 
are included in the results. AASB 15: Revenue from 
Contracts with Customers, AASB 1058: Income 
of Not-for-Profit Entities and AASB 16: Leases 
have been applied using the cumulative effective 
method; that is, by recognising the cumulative 
effect of initially applying AASB 15, AASB 1058 
and AASB 16 as an adjustment to the opening 
balance of equity at 1 January 2019. Therefore, the 
comparative information has not been restated 
and continues to be reported under AASB 118: 
Revenue, AASB 117: Leases and AASB 1004: 

Contributions. Also, to note in relation to AASB 
16 is that the Entity applied the temporary relief 
for peppercorn leases under AASB 2018-8 to 
measures the right-of-use assets at cost on initial 
recognition. Further information is provided in 
Note 1.

Merger

On 08 August 2019, the members of Environmental 
Defenders Office Limited (EDO Ltd) unanimously 
resolved  to merge with the other seven EDO Offices 
around Australia to form a single, national entity. 
Extraordinary general meetings of the members of 
the other seven EDOs were held and each entity 
resolved unanimously in favour of the merger in the 
subsequent four weeks. By agreement, EDO Ltd 
was the merger vehicle and Transferor in the merger 
transaction; the other seven EDO Offices were 
Transferees. By 20 December 2019 the total assets, 
liabilities and staff of the seven Transferees had been 
transferred to EDO Ltd. 

The immediate impact of the merger was to 
approximately double the size of EDO Ltd financially 
and operationally. Clients, donors, members and 
community relationships were carried over in the 
merger effectively expanding the service delivery, 
operations and reach of EDO Ltd from single 
jurisdictions to an Australia-wide jurisdiction in 
a short space of time. In anticipation of this, the 
expansion of operational and business development 
teams, and the adoption or introduction of systems 
and technology, were implemented to adequately 
support rapid organisational growth. Finance, 
business development and operational functions 
were centralised prior to merger. A strategic 
planning process was undertaken in early 2020 
and determined the future structure of the legal 
teams and their priorities. State government 
and philanthropic funders were supportive of 
the merger with all pre-merger grants novated 
or assigned to EDO Ltd. All major philanthropic 
relationships were successfully maintained through 
the merger process. 

As at 30 June 2020, EDO Ltd was operating with 64 
staff based out of nine locations in all eight states 
and territories of Australia. 
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Key Performance Measures

The company measures its performance through 
the use of both qualitative and quantitative 
indicators which are identified in the Strategic Plan 
of the organisation and accompanying dashboards. 
These are approved and monitored through verbal 
and written reports to the Board of Directors. 
Copies of the plan and dashboards are available to 
members on request. 

After Balance Date Events

No other known matters or circumstances have 
arisen since the end of the financial year which 
significantly affected or may significantly affect 
the company’s operations, the results of those 
operations or the state of affairs of the company in 
subsequent financial years.

Future Developments

The company expects to maintain the present 
status and a similar level of operations. EDO Ltd 
has been largely dependent on grants as its major 
source of income. Although the level of income 
from grants from the Public Purpose Fund and from 
the Commonwealth Government has decreased 
since 2012, a range of alternative grants have been 
secured for its activities until 30 June 2020. At the 
same time, EDO Ltd is increasing the proportion of 
its income from alternative independent sources 
such as donations and fees; it has significant 
contributions secured for 2020-2021. 

Environmental Issues

The company’s operations are not regulated by any 
significant environmental regulation under a law of 
the Commonwealth or of a State or Territory.

Dividends

The Memorandum of Association of the company 
prohibits the company from paying dividends and, 
accordingly, no dividends have been declared or 
paid during the financial year.

Options

No options over issued shares or interests in the 
company were granted during or since the end 
of the financial year. Furthermore, there were no 
options outstanding at the date of this report.

Liability of Members

The entity is registered with the Australian 
Securities and Investments Commission as well 
as the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission and is a company limited by guarantee. 
If the company is wound up, the constitution states 
that each member may be required to contribute 
a maximum of $10.00 each towards meeting any 
outstanding obligations of the Entity. As at 30 June 
2020, the total amount that members of the entity 
are liable to contribute if the company is wound up 
is $530 (2019: $520).

Auditor’s Independence Declaration

A copy of the lead auditor’s independence 
declaration for the year ended 30th June 2020 has 
been received and is set out on the next page.

This directors’ report is signed in accordance with a 
resolution of the Board of Directors.

Bronwyn Darlington (Chairperson)

Phillip Vernon (Chair, Finance, Audit  
and Risk Sub-Committee)

Dated this 25th day of November 2020



AUDITOR’S INDEPENDENCE  
DECLARATION UNDER SECTION 60-40 
AUSTRALIAN CHARITIES AND NOT-FOR-
PROFITS COMMISSION ACT 2012 TO 
THE DIRECTORS OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEFENDERS OFFICE LIMITED

In accordance with Subdivision 60-C of the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission 
Act 2012, I am pleased to provide the following 
declaration of independence to the directors of 
Environmental Defenders Office Limited. As the lead 
audit partner for the audit of the financial report of 
Environmental Defenders Office Limited for the year 
ended 30th June 2020, I declare that, to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, there have been no 
contraventions of:

i.	 the auditor independence requirements of the 
Australian Charities and Not for Profits Commission 
Act 2012 in relation to the audit; and

ii.	 any applicable code of professional conduct in 
relation to the audit.

Name of Firm: Joseph Pien Chartered Accountants

Principal: Joseph Pien

Dated: 30th November 2020

Suite 503, Level 5, 276 Pitt Street,  
Sydney NSW 2000
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NOTE 2020 2019
$ $

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents 4 8,322,552 2,574,653
Accounts receivable and other debts 5 469,578 38,523
Other current assets 6 450,497 110,130

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 9,242,627 2,723,306

NON-CURRENT ASSETS
Property, plant and equipment 7 128,996 12,993
Right of use assets 8 287,827 0

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS 416,823 12,993

TOTAL ASSETS 9,659,450 2,736,299

LIABILITIES

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable and other payables 9 3,276,361 710,223
Lease liabilities 10 278,563 0
Employee provisions 11 548,513 198,172

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES 4,103,437 908,395

NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES
Lease liabilities 10 54,882 0
Employee provisions 11 185,338 77,653

TOTAL NON-CURRENT LIABILITIES 240,220 77,653

TOTAL LIABILITIES 4,343,657 986,048

NET ASSETS 5,315,793 1,750,251

EQUITY
Retained surplus 5,315,793 1,750,251

TOTAL EQUITY 5,315,793 1,750,251

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION  
AS AT 30 JUNE 2020



Retained Surplus TOTAL
$ $

Balance at 1 July 2018 1,548,836 1,548,836

Comprehensive income
Surplus for the year attributable to members of the Entity 201,415 201,415

Total comprehensive income attributable to members of the  
Entity for the year 201,415 201,415

Balance at 30 June 2019 1,750,251 1,750,251

Balance at 1 July 2019 1,750,251 1,750,251
Cumulative adjustment upon adoption of new Accounting Standards – 
AASB 16 and AASB 1058 -67,348 -67,348

Balance at 1 July 2019 (restated) 1,682,903 1,682,903

Comprehensive income
Surplus for the year attributable to members of the Entity 1,865,401 1,865,401

Total comprehensive income attributable to members of the  
Entity for the year

1,865,401 1,865,401

Net equity accquired on amalgamation of all State and territory  
EDO entities 1,767,489 1,767,489

Balance at 30 June 2020 5,315,793 5,315,793

STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN EQUITY  
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020
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NOTE 2020 2019
$ $

REVENUE

Donations and gifts
   Monetary 1 35,026 11,554
   Non-Monetary 2 481,491 432,221
Grants - AusAid
   AusAid 3 2,032 51,992
   Overseas 344,778 360,123
Other income 0 0

TOTAL REVENUE 863,327 855,890

EXPENDITURE
International Programs
   Monetary 364,403 403,877
   Non-monetary 481,491 432,221
Community Education 0 0
Fundraising Costs 4 0 0
Accountability and Administration 17,433 19,792

TOTAL EXPENSES 863,327 855,890

REVENUE OVER  
EXPENDITURE 0 0

INTERNATIONAL AID AND DEVELOPMENT INCOME STATEMENT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 2020

Notes

1.	 Funds gifted as domestic, community-based grants – only expended amount listed. 

2.	�This includes Barristers’ fees valued at $300,663, Experts’ fees valued at $139,825, and Volunteers’ 
services valued at $40,984.

3.	Grant from DFAT – Solomon Islands Justice Project. 

4.	�EDO NSW incurred fundraising expenses of $205,601 during the 2019-20 year. Most of these expenses 
related to direct mail appeals to the public, regular giving and the major gifts program. None of these 
was directed to funding the international program. Consequently, it was determined that there were 
no materially significant fundraising expenses related to the International Program and therefore no 
fundraising costs are reported on the International Aid and Development Income Statement.



Cash available 
at beginning of 
financial year

Cash raised 
during financial 

year

Cash disbursed 
during financial 

year

Cash available 
at end of 

financial year

Rainforest Foundation of Norway 8,141 340,958 335,464 13,635

The Christensen Foundation 3,113 0 3,113 0

Fiji Environmental Law Association 4,787 0 0 4,787

Greenpeace Australia-Pacific 11,687 9,091 13,268 7,510

The Ocean Foundation 0 6,200 6,200

DFAT – Solomon Is. Justice Program 48,008 0 2,032 45,976

Morris Family Foundation 21,759 25,000 21,759 25,000

Total for other  
non-designated purposes 2,477,158 10,752,349 5,003,863 8,225,644

TOTAL 2,574,653 11,133,598 5,385,699 8,322,552

INTERNATIONAL AID AND DEVELOPMENT 
TABLE OF CASH MOVEMENTS FOR DESIGNATED PURPOSES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30 JUNE 2020

Declaration

This International Aid & Development Income Statement has been prepared in accordance with the 
requirements set out in the ACFID Code of Conduct. For further information on the Code, please refer to the 
ACFID Code of Conduct Implementation Guidance available www.acfid.asn.au.
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Bronwyn Darlington (Chairperson)    	

Phillip Vernon (Chair, Finance, Audit  
and Risk Sub-Committee)

Dated this 25th day of November 2020

DIRECTORS’ DECLARATION

In accordance with a resolution of the Directors 
of Environmental Defenders Office Limited, the 
directors of the registered entity declare that, in the 
directors’ opinion:

1.	�The financial statements and notes thereon, as set 
out on pages 13 to 36, satisfy the requirements 
of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission Act 2012 and:

	 a.	� comply with Australian Accounting Standards 
applicable to the registered entity; and

	 b.	� give a true and fair view of the financial 
position of the registered entity as at 30 June 
2020 and of its performance for the year 
ended on that date.

There are reasonable grounds to believe that the 
registered entity will be able to pay its debts as and 
when they become due and payable.

This declaration is signed in accordance with 
subsection 60.15(2) of the Australian Charities and 
Not-for-profits Commission Regulation 2013.



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
TO THE MEMBERS OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEFENDERS OFFICE LIMITED

Report on the Audit of the Financial Report

Opinion 

I have audited the financial report of Environmental 
Defenders Office Limited, which comprises the 
statement of financial position as at 30 June 
2020, the statement of comprehensive income, 
statement of changes in equity and statement of 
cash flows for the year then ended, and notes to 
the financial statements, including a summary of 
significant accounting policies, and the responsible 
entities’ declaration.

In my opinion, the financial report of  
Environmental Defenders Office Limited has been 
prepared in accordance with Division 60 of the 
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission 
Act 2012, including:

(a)	� giving a true and fair view of the registered 
entity’s financial position as at 30 June 2020 
and of its financial performance for the year 
then ended; and

(b)	� complying with Australian Accounting 
Standards and Division 60 of the Australian 
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission 
Regulation 2013.

Basis for Opinion

I conducted my audit in accordance with Australian 
Auditing Standards. My responsibilities under those 
standards are further described in the Auditor’s 
Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report 
section of my report. I am independent of the 
registered entity in accordance with the ethical 
requirements of the Accounting Professional 
and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of 
Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) 
that are relevant to my audit of the financial report 
in Australia. I have also fulfilled my other ethical 
responsibilities in accordance with the Code.

I believe that the audit evidence I have obtained  
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
my opinion.

Other Information 

The responsible entities are responsible for the 
other information. The other information comprises 
the information included in the registered entity’s 
annual report for the year ended 30 June 2020 
but does not include the financial report and my 
auditor’s report thereon.

My opinion on the financial report does not cover 
the other information and accordingly I do not 
express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.

In connection with my audit of the financial report, 
my responsibility is to read the other information 
and, in doing so, consider whether the other 
information is materially inconsistent with the 
financial report or my knowledge obtained in 
the audit or otherwise appears to be materially 
misstated.

If, based on the work I have performed, I conclude 
that there is a material misstatement of this other 
information, I am required to report that fact. I have 
nothing to report in this regard.

Responsibilities of Responsible Entities for the 
Financial Report

The responsible entities of the registered entity are 
responsible for the preparation and fair presentation 
of the financial report in accordance with Australian 
Accounting Standards and the ACNC Act, and for 
such internal control as the responsible entities 
determine is necessary to enable the preparation 
of the financial report that is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial report, responsible entities 
are responsible for assessing the registered entity’s 
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, 
as applicable, matters related to going concern and 
using the going concern basis of accounting unless 
the responsible entities either intends to liquidate 
the registered entity or to cease operations, or has 
no realistic alternative but to do so.

The responsible entities are responsible for 
overseeing the registered entity’s financial 
reporting process.
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the 
Financial Report

My objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the financial report as a whole is 
free from material misstatement, whether due to 
fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that 
includes my opinion. Reasonable assurance is a 
high level of assurance but is not a guarantee that 
an audit conducted in accordance with Australian 
Auditing Standards will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements 
can arise from fraud or error and are considered 
material if, individually or in the aggregate, they 
could reasonably be expected to influence the 
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of 
the financial report.

As part of an audit in accordance with the Australian 
Auditing Standards, I exercise professional 
judgement and maintain professional skepticism 
throughout the audit. I also:

•	� Identify and assess the risks of material 
misstatement of the financial report, whether 
due to fraud or error, design and perform audit 
procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain 
audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate 
to provide a basis for my opinion. The risk of not 
detecting a material misstatement resulting from 
fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, 
as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional 
omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of 
internal control.

•	� Obtain an understanding of internal control 
relevant to the audit in order to design 
audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
registered entity’s internal control.

•	� Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting 
policies used and the reasonableness of 
accounting estimates and related disclosures 
made by responsible entities.

•	� Conclude on the appropriateness of the 
responsible entity’s use of the going concern 
basis of accounting and, based on the audit 
evidence obtained, whether a material 
uncertainty exists related to events or conditions 

that may cast significant doubt on the registered 
entity’s ability to continue as a going concern. 
If I conclude that a material uncertainty exists, 
I am required to draw attention in my auditor’s 
report to the related disclosures in the financial 
report or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to 
modify my opinion. My conclusions are based 
on the audit evidence obtained up to the date 
of our auditor’s report. However, future events 
or conditions may cause the registered entity to 
cease to continue as a going concern.

•	� Evaluate the overall presentation, structure 
and content of the financial report, including 
the disclosures, and whether the financial 
report represents the underlying transactions 
and events in a manner that achieves fair 
presentation.

I communicate with the responsible entities 
regarding, among other matters, the planned 
scope and timing of the audit and significant audit 
findings, including any significant deficiencies in 
internal control that I identify during my audit.

Dated this 30th day of November 2020

Principal: Joseph Pien

Suite 503, Level 5, 276 Pitt Street,  
Sydney NSW 2000



2020 2019
$ $

INCOME
Public Purpose Fund Grant (NSW) 863,050 842,000
Northern Territory Govt Grant 25,000 0
Other Government Grants 590,441 266,687
EPLA Research Grants 5,000 5,000
Fundraising, Memberships & Philanthropic Grants 4,073,107 1,314,205
Programs Income 1,066,921 590,382
Professional Fees 405,062 300,764
Interest Received 36,540 46,905
Government Subsidies 630,464 0
Miscellaneous Income 13,149 19,226

TOTAL INCOME 7,708,734 3,385,169

EXPENDITURE
Amortisation – Right of Use Assets 257,778 0
Auditor’s Remuneration 28,643 12,000
Accountancy & Bookkeeping 33,122 44,692
Bad Debts – Merger Related 23,580 0

Bank & Government Charges 5,039 2,478
Board Expenses 23,648 7,229
Consultants Fees 10,965 0
Depreciation 21,100 7,952
Disbursements – non recoverable 5,283 8,434
Employee Entitlement Provisions 256,161 39,296
Employee Expenses 18,012 9,707
Fundraising & Marketing Expenses 251,937 118,111
Information Technology 72,121 39,323
Insurance Premiums 16,589 13,552

DETAILED STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE  
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020
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(Continued)

2020 2019
$ $

EXPENDITURE (continued)
Interest – Lease Liabilities 27,140 0
Lease Payments 7,417 4,488
Light & Power 13,709 7,734
Motor Vehicle Expenses 1,230 0
Office Services & Equipment 13,857 9,126
Organisational Development 184,973 220,311
Postage & Couriers 4,398 3,077
Printing & Stationery 10,756 7,459
Program & Workshop Expenses 175,198 262,283
Rent – Office 0 197,946
Repairs & Maintenance 1,245 507
Salaries & Wages 3,884,550 1,928,031
Staff Training & Development 19,917 11,907
Staff Amenities 6,146 5,298
Staff Recruitment 34,000 1,812
Subscriptions & Library 34,263 12,837
Superannuation Contributions 360,827 178,347
Telecommunications 18,484 15,498
Traveling Expenses 21,245 14,319

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 5,843,333 3,183,754

OPERATING SURPLUS BEFORE INCOME TAX 1,865,401 201,415



2020 2019
$ $

PROGRAM INCOME
Service delivery funding (DJAG) – State 106,448 0
Other funding (DES) – State 82,500 0

TOTAL INCOME 188,948 0

PROGRAM EXPENSES
Salaries 144,545 0
Superannuation 13,561 0
On Costs 4,246 0
Rent 12,579 0
Repairs & Maintenance 32 0
Other Premises Costs 2,906 0
Staff Training 318 0
Communications 1,703 0

Office Overheads 2,942 0
Finance, Audit & Accounting Fees 348 0
Library, Resources & Subscriptions 2,661 0
Travel 875 0
Programming & Planning 245 0
Leases 1,850 0
Minor Equipment 137 0

TOTAL EXPENSES 188,948 0

NET SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FOR THE YEAR 0 0

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT FOR COMPLIANCE WITH QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT 
GRANT (LASF041-2017-20) FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2020

This supplemental report is included in the financial report in accordance with the requirements of the 
QLD government grant. No other supplemental reports are provided for any other state as there was no 
requirement in the other state grants to do so.
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EDO relies on contributions from 
individuals, organisations and 
foundations to carry out our ground 
breaking legal work. 

Help us build a world where nature thrives by 
making a donation at edo.org.au/donate or 
contact us at fundraising@edo.org.au

Printed on 100% recycled paper

EDO hours of operation are 9:00am-5:00pm,  
Monday-Friday in your state.  

For legal help go to edo.org.au/get-advice.

EDO Ltd (formerly EDO NSW) has been a full member of  
the Australian Council for International Development (ACFID) 
since 2013.
ACFID maintains the ACFID Code of Conduct, a voluntary, 
self-regulatory sector code of good practice for organisations 
working in aid and development. EDO is committed to 
full adherence with the Code, conducting our work with 
transparency, accountability and integrity.
For further information about the Code, please refer to www.
acfid.asn.au. This site also includes information about how to 
make a complaint in relation to any breach of the Code.
A full copy of the Audited Financial Statements for the year 
ended June 2020 is available at https://www.edo.org.au/
publication/environmental-defenders-office-ltd-annual-
report-2019-20/

https://www.edo.org.au/donate/



T +61 2 9262 6989
F +61 2 9264 2414
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Level 5, 263 Clarence St, Sydney NSW 2000


