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Our Mission:  Empowering the community to use law to protect our en-
vironment. 

Our Goals:    To protect clean air, soil and water for healthy 
communities; to preserve wonderful nature, the Great 
Barrier Reef and wildlife; to advance clean energy and to 
combat climate change. 

Who we are:  We are your lawyers for the environment, driven by a 
commitment to justice and a passion for nature.  

We provide the community with legal advice and court 
representation, we advocate for laws that protect nature 
and your rights and we empower the public through legal 
education.  

We are not-for-profit and public interest.  

We are Queensland’s leading community environmental 
legal centre. 

mailto:edoqld@edo.org.au�
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Management Committee  

Michelle Maloney Chair 

Vikki McLeod  Secretary 

Anne-Maree Elliott  Treasurer 

John Stannard 

James Dillon 

Nicholas Tucker 

Amy Park (to February 2015) 

Staff  

Jo Bragg Chief Executive Officer, Solicitor 

Sean Ryan Principal Solicitor  

Andrew Kwan Senior Solicitor 

Michael Berkman Solicitor 

Rana Koroglu Solicitor, Law Reform 
(to Feb 2015) 

Revel Pointon Solicitor 

Juanita Williams Solicitor 

Cara Mahoney Solicitor, Law Reform -  
part time (from April 2015) 

Evan Hamman Solicitor - Casual 

Bronwyn Bell Operations Manager

Tanya Moir Admin Assistant  
(from March 2015) 

Tamara Savage Admin Assistant -  
Part-time

Shani Tager Admin Assistant -  
Part-time (to Sept 2014) 

Saren Starbridge Admin Assist/events - Casual 

Paul Perovic Fundraising & Communications 

Christine Grodd Data Entry - Casual 

Flynn Rush Research Assistant - Casual 

Jolee Wakefield Media Adviser - Part time 
(from March 2015) 

EDO Qld - committee and staff 2014-2015 

Staff changes: As a result of EDO Qld’s organisa-
tion planning process, changes were made this year 
to EDO Qld’s staffing structure.  

Jo-Anne Bragg became Chief Executive Officer, 
Sean Ryan became Principal Solicitor, Andrew 
Kwan was appointed Senior Solicitor and Bronwyn 
Bell, formerly Office Manager, became Operations 
Manager. 

Shani Tager, our valued Admin Assistant for 3½ 
years, left EDO Qld in September 2014 to join 
Greenpeace Australia. Rana Koroglu left us in  
February 2015 to join EDO NSW. We welcomed 
Tanya Moir & Jolee Wakefield to the team in March 
2015, and Cara Mahoney in April. 

EDO Qld staff, June 2015. From left: Paul Perovic, Jo-Anne Bragg, Andrew Kwan, Tanya Moir, Bronwyn 
Bell, Juanita Williams, Tamara Savage, Sean Ryan, Revel Pointon, Michael Berkman. 
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This has been an exciting year for EDO Qld and our 
Board. Through our supporters and staff, we have 
run internationally important litigation to scrutinise 
the costs and benefits of Galilee basin coal mining 
projects, and to protect the climate, the Great 
Barrier Reef, groundwater and biodiversity. Our 
legal reports have been tabled with UNESCO and 
have been influential in bringing pressure to bear on 
Federal and State decision makers to improve laws 
relating to the Great Barrier Reef. 

In addition to this impressive body of litigation, we 
have also continued to focus on our other core areas 
of work – legal advice, legal education and law 
reform.  As part of our commitment to ensuring 
access to justice, within our resources, we have 
continued to provide legal advice to individuals and 
groups - large and small - who want to protect the 
environment. We have done this by running and 
supervising our weekly volunteer legal advice line. 
Our law reform has continued to achieve results, 
such as helping to restore community objection 
rights to major mine projects. Our Lawjams and 
educational events have brought excellent debates 
on current environmental legal issues to localities 
around South East Queensland. 

I want to acknowledge the high quality work 
undertaken by each and every one of our staff, led 
by our CEO Jo Bragg, our Principal Solicitor Sean 
Ryan and our Operations Manager Bronwyn Bell. 
Also Andrew Kwan, Michael Berkman, Rana 
Koroglu, Revel Pointon, Juanita Williams, Cara 
Mahoney, Evan Hamman, Tanya Moir, Tamara 
Savage, Shani Tager, Saren Starbridge, Paul 
Perovic, Christine Grodd, Flynn Rush and Jolee 
Wakefield.  

I also wish to acknowledge the hard work by our 
Management Committee members and our staff in 
strengthening the EDO through strong 
organisational development.  This financial year 
saw another 12 month period where the work of the 
EDO was entirely funded by philanthropic and 
citizen support.  We now have a strong strategic 
plan, detailed fundraising plan and revised mission 
statement. This year has also seen an operational 
restructure where we now have a Chief Executive 
Officer - Jo Bragg, Sean Ryan has very capably 

taken over the role of Principal Solicitor and 
Bronwyn Bell has continued her critical work for 
the EDO as Operations Manager. We also have an 
excellent part time fundraiser - Paul Perovic - and 
also for the first time, a part-time media adviser, 
Jolee Wakefield. 

Our Committee members have done a sterling job. 
With Anne-Maree Elliot as Treasurer,  Vikki 
McLeod as Secretary and committee members John 
Stannard, Nick Tucker and James Dillon – 
everyone has contributed in different ways to the 
running and strategic direction of the organisation. 
I am sorry that due to personal and job 
commitments both James Dillon and John Stannard 
are stepping down this year. I thank all the 
committee members for their contributions. We 
will miss John and James. 

And of course we must thank everyone who 
volunteers for the EDO.  We extend a warm thank 
you to the many lawyers, law student and 
committee volunteers who have made such a great 
and essential contribution to the EDO Qld office. 

This new financial year has brought a range of new 
challenges and developments.   We welcome the 
promised restoration of State Government funding, 
but as this funding will only be a small proportion 
of our overall operational needs, for the long term, 
our future will see us continuing initiatives to raise 
funds from the broader community.  

As always, we extend a heartfelt thank you to those 
individuals and groups who have made and 
continue to make financial contributions to the 
EDO. Our success is entirely built on your support, 
and the EDO would not exist without the faith and 
trust of the Queensland community.  Thank you to 
everyone who supports our work – we’re looking 
forward to another year of great outcomes for the 
people and natural environment of Queensland. 

Dr Michelle Maloney 
Chair 

EDO Qld 

Management Committee Report 2014 - 2015 
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Highlights 2014-2015 

Advice Line  
provided legal advice 
to 113 individuals and 
community groups on a 
wide range of public 
interest environmental 
matters. 

EDO Qld’s email Law Alert now has 
5000+ subscribers. 

EDO Qld and Lock the Gate successfully pressured  
the State Government to restore community objection 
rights for major mining projects. 

EDO Qld conducted the largest community-led environmental case in 
Australian history; representing Coast & Country Queensland in their Qld 

Environment Court objection to Adani’s Carmichael Mine 

EDO Qld represented conservation groups in four 
separate court cases directly relating to protection 
of the Great Barrier Reef,  
contributing to the historic new ban on dumping 
dredge spoil in the Great Barrier Reef World Herit-
age Area 

Hundreds of people attended EDO Qld LawJam 
events on environmental law issues. 

Provided legal advice and support to the  
Fight for the Reef team, including reports 

used in submissions to UNESCO. 



Environmental Defenders Office (Qld) Inc.        Annual Report 2014-2015  Page 6 

On behalf of our client, Land Services of Coast and 
Country Inc, EDO Qld conducted the largest 
community-led environmental case in Australian 
history. This five week case proved the importance 
of the independent Land Court public objection 
process to scrutinise applications for major mines. 
Independent witnesses, including those called by the 
mining company, showed that the applicant grossly 
overstated to the public the number of jobs, and 
economic benefits; that the mine will destroy the 
core habitat of endangered Black-throated Finch; the 
burning of coal will cause damage to the Great 
Barrier Reef from climate change and ocean 
acidification; and that the mine may threaten the 
ancient springs estimated to be one million years 
old. None of this would have been uncovered 
without this case. 

Alpha Coal Judicial Review    

EDO Qld represented Coast and Country 
Association of Queensland Inc (CCAQ) who 
sought judicial review in the Queensland Supreme 
Court of the 8 April 2014 Land Court decision on 
the massive Alpha coal mine in central Queensland. 
The Land Court made recommendations to the 
Queensland government to either refuse the 
approvals for the project or approve the project 
with additional groundwater conditions. The 
judicial review of the Land Court decision is based 
on the grounds that the law does not allow the Land 
Court to recommend both refusal and approval with 
conditions and the law requires the indirect 
environmental harm, in the form of climate change 
impacts from the transport and use of the coal, to be 
considered. 

Update:  Judgement was delivered in September 
2015, upholding the Land Court’s decision. Our 

client has launched an appeal. 

Kevin’s Corner 

EDO Qld is representing Coast and Country 
Association of Queensland Inc (CCAQ) in their 
objection against the approval of the Mining Lease 
and Environmental Authority for Hancock Galilee 
Pty Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of the GVK 
Group. Adjacent to the Alpha coal mine, the 
Kevin’s Corner mine involves an open-cut and 
underground coal mine. The mine is situated in the 
Galilee Basin in the catchment of the Burdekin 
River which flows into wetlands and the Great 
Barrier Reef. The objections of CCAQ against the 
recommendation to approve the mine are centred 
upon the issues of impacts to groundwater, 
economics and the public interest.  

Our client is concerned that the Kevin’s Corner 
application relied on the same flawed groundwater 
assessment as the Alpha mine. 

Update: The hearing took place in the Land Court 
of Queensland between 19 to 30 October 2015 and 

is now awaiting a decision. 

Climate Change & Mining Litigation 

 14 witnesses, including 12 experts

 5 weeks of hearing

 240+ pages of written closing submissions
with 1,100 footnotes on evidence

 300+ media mentions

 Thousands of hours of solicitor and barrister
time; hundreds of hours of volunteer time

 25+ days of site visits, including site visit by
the legal team, experts and Land Court

 501 documents filed and 144 documents ten-
dered in Court, a total of 60,300+ pages

Adani Carmichael Coal Mine  

objection 

One of the unique advantages of litigation is that 
the miner/ developer has to find people to swear 
to the truth of their claims.  

This can result in evidence which departs dra-
matically from the claims they make to the public 
and decision makers during the rest of the ap-
proval process.  

That was particularly evident in this case, where 
Adani could not find employees or experts to sup-
port many of their earlier public claims.  

Some of the most astounding evidence came from 
Adani’s own witnesses. 
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Great Barrier Reef Dredging Case 

EDO Qld acted for Mackay Conservation Group 
(MCG) in their challenge to Minister Hunt’s approv-
al of (as well as conditions placed on) the North 
Queensland Bulk Ports Corporation’s (NQBP’s) ap-
plication to undertake a program of dredging and 
dumping near Abbot Point to facilitate development 
of three new proposed port terminals. MCG claimed 
there were a number of errors of law in Minister 
Hunt’s EPBC Act approval. Of particular importance 
to the case were the requirements under s137 of the 
EPBC Act that the Minister’s decision cannot be 
inconsistent with the World Heritage Convention or 
the Australian World Heritage Management Princi-
ples.  

In June 2015, changes to the Great Barrier Reef Ma-
rine Park Regulations commenced to ban capital 
dredge spoil dumping in the Great Barrier Reef Ma-
rine Park, which means that NQBP is unlikely to act 
on the approval.  As a result, in November 2015 
MCG withdrew the case. 

Great Barrier Reef Sea Dumping 
Case - Abbot Point  

EDO Qld acted for North Queensland Conservation 
Council in an Administrative Appeals Tribunal chal-
lenge of the decision of Minister Hunt (responsible 
for the decision of his delegate at the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park Authority) to grant a permit for 
the dumping of up to 3 million cubic meters of 
dredge spoil in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
and World Heritage Area. The dumping permit had 
been requested by NQBP as part of its proposal to 
make the port of Abbot Point one of the biggest coal 
export facilities in the world. NQCC’s application 
was filed in February 2014, and asserted that the de-
cision to grant the permit was not correct given the 
requirements of the Environment Protection (Sea 
Dumping) Act 1981. In particular, NQCC contended 
the decision was inconsistent with the London Proto-
col, an international agreement which includes the 
obligation to prevent, reduce and where practicable 
eliminate pollution caused by sea dumping.  In June 
2015, changes to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 

Regulations referred to in the MCG case above com-
menced and the dumping permit became redundant. 
The parties then agreed to AAT orders to cancel the 
permit and the matter was finalised.

Judicial Review of rushed assessment 
to dump on Caley Valley Wetlands 

EDO Qld represented North Queensland community 
group, the Alliance to Save Hinchinbrook (ASH), in 
seeking judicial review in the Federal Court of Envi-
ronment Minister Greg Hunt’s rushed assessment of 
the decision to dredge and dump on the Caley Valley 
Wetlands. This case challenged early stages of the 
Federal assessment, alleging errors of law in Minis-
ter Hunt’s decision to allow assessment by prelimi-
nary documents and to allow a short public consulta-
tion period. The case is now closed as the new 
Queensland Government officially withdrew its ap-
plications to Federal Environment Minister Hunt on 
12 March 2015, following the announcement that 
they would not dump dredge spoil on the Caley Val-
ley wetlands. 

Great Barrier Reef Sea Dumping 
Case - Hay Point 

EDO Qld acted for Australian Marine Conservation 
Society in reviews in the Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal of decisions made to allow NQBP to off-
shore dump maintenance dredge material from the 
Port of Hay Point, near Mackay, in the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park and World Heritage Area.  AMCS 
held concerns about the validity of the impact mod-
elling, the risk to corals from the dredge spoil and 
whether North Queensland Bulk Ports had done 
enough in assessing alternative options to dumping 
concerns about water quality impacts. After AMCS 
filed its statement of facts and contentions in Febru-
ary 2015, the Minister and GBRMPA sought 90 days 
to reconsider the decisions made under 
the Environment Protection (Sea Dumping) Act 1981 
and Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Regulations.  At 
the end of the period, NQPB indicated that it no 
longer intended to act on the permits.   

The permits were revoked by the Minister and 
GBRMPA and the AAT proceedings were resolved. 

Litigation to protect The Reef 

EDO Qld legally represented conservation groups in four separate court cases directly relating to the pro-
tection of the Great Barrier Reef. This contributed to the government stopping dangerous plans to dump 
dredge spoil from the Abbot Point port expansion in Reef waters as well as on the internationally  
significant Caley Valley Wetlands. These cases contributed to the historic new ban on dumping capital 
dredge spoil in the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area. 

http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2014C00140/Html/Volume_1#_Toc382571296�
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2014C00140/Html/Volume_1#_Toc382571296�
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2014C00140/Html/Volume_1#_Toc382571296�
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2014C00140/Html/Volume_1#_Toc382571296�
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EDO Qld’s law reform arm has been very busy in the 
last year! After the election was called in January we 
set out the elements of environmental law reform 
needed and sent to major political parties for com-
ment. Since the election we have done our best 
through meetings with politicians and government, 
detailed legal submissions and holding public law 
jams to improve our laws.  

We appreciate the donations received from commu-
nity supporters, that have helped us continue with 
vital law reform work. 

Thanks to the hard work of Rana Koroglu, and then 
Revel Pointon, EDO Qld has achieved much on law 
reform this year. Our law reform work has crossed 
possibly all areas of environment and planning law 
over the past year, however a key area of our law 
reform work is now focused on improving protec-
tions for the Great Barrier Reef. EDO Qld are proud 
to be the solicitors advising the Fight for the Reef 
campaign, jointly run by WWF and the Australian 
Marine Conservation Society. Our work to protect 
the Reef spans from working with the Government to 
implement legislation that protects the Reef from 
port development to ensuring our new planning 
framework provides adequate regulation of develop-
ment in Reef catchments.  

Some of our most significant successes over the past 
year: 

 The last minute midnight amendments
to take away community objection
rights to the environmental impacts of
the biggest mines under the State Devel-
opment and Public Works Organisation
Act 1971 (Qld) were repealed in July
2015.

The fast repeal of these atrocious laws on the ALP 
taking power would most likely not have occurred so 
quickly without the prominent advocacy led by EDO 
Qld after the amendments commenced in September 
2014.  

EDO Qld continues to work with the government to 
ensure the rest of the amendments made to reduce 
community objection rights to mines, which have not 
yet commenced, are also repealed. We are also seek-
ing improvements to community objection rights 
such as the introduction of objection and appeal 
rights for the exploration phase, which can lead to 
significant impacts to landholders and the environ-
ment. 

 Working closely with the Queensland
Government Ministerial offices and de-
partments to finalise the Sustainable
Ports Development Bill 2015 – the advo-
cacy of EDO Qld as part of the FFTR
campaign achieved numerous key
amendments to this Bill to ensure it pro-
vides the strictness and most accounta-
ble regulations to protect our Reef.

We are hoping the Sustainable Ports Development 
Bill, prohibiting sea dumping of capital dredge spoil 
in Queensland waters and bringing in tough new re-
strictions on port development, will be passed on the 
day of our 2015 AGM! 

 Providing detailed analysis to UNESCO
World Heritage Committee (WHC) as
to the inadequacies in the Queensland
and Australian government’s manage-
ment of our Reef.

This analysis was provided to support a WWF report 
to assist the UNESCO WHC to determine whether 
our Reef’s World Heritage status should be amended 
to ‘in danger’. Further to this work, EDO Qld also 

Law Reform  
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provided in-depth submissions on the draft Reef 
2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan; the Reef 2050 
Plan holds the commitments agreed to by the 
Queensland and Commonwealth governments to 
demonstrate their intent to improve their manage-
ment of the Reef.   

Happily, UNESCO WHC decided that our Reef 
should retain its current World Heritage status, as 
long as the governments implement the commitments 
made in the Reef 2050 Plan. EDO Qld have since 
been working closely with the government, other 
conservation groups and the FFTR campaigners to 
ensure that the government meets the myriad of com-
mitments in the Reef 2050 Plan. 

This past year EDO Qld have made back-to-back 
detailed submissions on environmental law reform 
proposals, produced numerous template submissions 
to assist the community, and appeared at many Par-
liamentary Committee hearings to defend our envi-
ronment and community rights to participate in deci-
sion making that affects our environment.  

We have met with countless Ministers, Ministerial 
advisers and bureaucrats over the past year to advo-
cate for law reforms to protect our environment and 
community rights in decision making. We sit on gov-
ernment forums on key reform agenda issues, such as 
the Water Reform Forum, which is relevant to topics 
such as the proposed statutory right to associated wa-
ter for mines amongst other matters, and the Vegeta-
tion Management Forum, through which the govern-

ment hopes to be able to find a way to introduce re-
strictions on vegetation clearing without public out-
cry.  

EDO Qld also sits on the Resources Community 
Roundtable on behalf of the Queensland Conserva-
tion Council – although resource management is a 
key focus of our work, EDO Qld has regrettably not 
been invited to participate on the Resources Commu-
nity Roundtable. 

With the Queensland government closing its first 
year in office and formalising its policy positions, our 
law reform work is getting increasingly busy while 
we seize on all opportunities to improve our laws. We 
are glad the current government is more committed to 
community consultation and is working with us for 
law reform. However, the fact that we have a minori-
ty government means we have to work three times as 
hard in our advocacy to ensure we succeed in obtain-
ing the necessary changes in Parliament.   

There is a lot of work still to be done to ensure 
Queensland meets its commitments to amend its reg-
ulations to protect the Reef, as well as generally im-
proving the standard of environmental protections 
and community rights in Queensland.   

Thank you to all those who have assisted in our law 
reform work this past year! We couldn’t have done it 
without the work of our supporters and donors who 
also believe we have to stand up and be heard to pro-
tect our environment and community rights.  

Find our more about EDO Qld’s Law Reform work at www.edoqld.org.au 

Protecting the Reef  

We acknowledge the generous support of The 
Thomas Foundation, who have donated funds again 
this year towards EDO Qld’s work with WWF and 
AMCS to protect the Great Barrier Reef.  

EDO Qld provided ongoing advice to WWF’s reg-
ular queries relating to Reef protection issues and
Reef Advice work for EDO Qld to the Fight for
The Reef (FFTR) Campaigners.

We provided valuable legal input into documents
including the Reef 2050 plan.

EDO Qld contributed to Fight For The Reef’s
successful lobbying of UNESCO World Heritage
Committee, by providing extensive legal advice
and summaries to FFTR on the failures of the regu-
latory framework protecting the Reef, which was

referred to the WHC in the WWF/AMCS report 
‘Greater Barrier Reef World Heritage Area – Con-
cerns and Solutions’ in February 2015. 
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Advice Line 

This financial year, EDO Qld provided legal advice to 113 individuals and community groups through our 
weekly evening Advice Line, which is conducted by volunteer solicitors and student researchers, under the 
supervision of an EDO Qld Solicitor. Advice was given on a wide range of public interest environmental 
matters, including pollution and toxic runoff, wetland and waterway protection, preservation of bird and 
koala habitat, protection of threatened species, and making submissions on inappropriate development. 

To our Advice Line volunteers – thank you! 

Advice Line - SOLICITORS 

Nick Lichti 

Susan Cleary 

Peter van Eps 

Andrew Dunn 

Scott Thackeray 

David Ramsay 

Caitlin Lloyd 

Sam Kay 

Advice Line - STUDENTS & GRADUATES 

Alison Rose 

Melinda Simmons 

Christy Englezakis 

Lauren Ash 

Bianca Shaw 

Lucy Hannah 

Sophie Betts 

Jessica Guertin  

Publications 

Work continued on the second edition of the EDO Qld publication Mining and Coal Seam Gas Law in 
Queensland: A Guide for the Community.  We thank Evan Hamman and Flynn Rush for their hard work on 
this project, which was made even harder by the changing legislative landscape in Queensland (including a 
change of government). This book, and The Community Litigants Handbook - Fourth Edition continue to 
sell well. 
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Talks & Presentations 

In recognition of EDO Qld’s expertise in environmental law, EDO Qld solicitors are invited to speak at a 
variety of public events. Here are some of this year’s highlights: 

 Principal Solicitor Sean Ryan spoke at the IUCN Academy of Environmental Law Colloquium in
Tarragona, Spain, 03.07.2014

 CEO Jo-Anne Bragg addressed the National Environmental Law Association conference in Syd-
ney, 21.11.14, about EDOs and public interest law.

 Solicitor Michael Berkman and client Derec Davies gave a presentation at the 2014 Woodford Folk
Festival about the Alpha Coal case.

 Solicitor Revel Pointon addressed the Planning Institute of Australia seminar “Engaging the
Community at the Plan Making and DA stages” 02.06.15

 Solicitor Michael Berkman spoke at the Wilderness Society’s World Environment Day Celebra-
tion 05.06.15

LawJams 

LawJams  are EDO Qld’S free community legal education events. Academics, independent experts and 
representatives of government joined EDO Qld lawyers to speak on a range of environmental law subjects 
in 2014-15. The audiences grow larger with every event.. Thanks to EDO member Dr Vikki Ullman for 
assisting with chairing LawJams. 

 September 2014: Proposed changes to Queensland Planning Laws. EDO’s Rana Koroglu,
Principal Planner David Corkill of Buckley Vann and James Coutts from the Department of State
Development Infrastructure and Planning, at Brisbane City Square Library.

 October 2014: The Water Act. EDO’s Revel Pointon and Dr Andrew Brooks, a Senior Research
Fellow with the Australian Rivers Institute at Griffith University, at Griffith Eco Centre.

 April 2015: Mining objection rights and promises by the new government. EDO’s Revel Pointon
and Jo-Anne Bragg, with Drew Hutton of Lock The Gate, at Spring Hill.

 May 2015: Threats to DGR status for environmental Groups. EDO’s Jo-Anne Bragg and Louise
Matthiesson of WWF, at Griffith Eco Centre.

 June 2015: Great Barrier Reef Laws. Speakers: Minister for the Environment and Great Barrier
Reef Dr Steven Miles, scientist Dr Selina Ward, WWF Reef campaigner Louise Matthiesson, and
EDO solicitor Andrew Kwan. Our biggest Law Jam yet – over 100 people attended this event, which
was hosted by QUT at their Gardens Point campus.

At the June 2015 LawJam: 
Minister Steven Miles, centre, 

with EDO Qld solicitors Andrew 
Kwan, Paul Perovic, Sean Ryan, 

Revel Pointon and  
Michael Berkman. 
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Volunteering for EDO Qld offers students an opportunity to gain experience in public interest environment law. 
Volunteers make an invaluable contribution to our work and increase our capacity to provide legal advice to indi-
viduals and the community seeking to use the law to protect the environment. As well as students who apply to us 
directly, we welcome graduates on placement for PLT, and have good relationships with partner universities of-
fering formal volunteer programs : 

 Manning Street Project: students conduct law reform research for EDO Qld each week at a clinic held at
Caxton Legal Centre.

 UQ ProBono Clinic – 3 students each semester spend one day a week volunteering at EDO Qld to gain
practical experience in law

 QUT CELL (Community Engaged Learning Lab) project. Students engage in a semester-long project for
EDO Qld.

Thank you to this year’s student and graduate volunteers: 

Volunteer Students & Graduates 

Lauren Ash 

Stefano Barbagallo 

Mariko Castillo 

Daniel Challis 

Eva Coggins 

Angeline Daniels 

Christy Englezakis 

Michael Fitzgerald 

Sean Goodwin 

Lucy Hannah 

Emma Hartley 

Kerrie Kahlon 

Emma Kime 

Stephanie Lagerstedt  

Ruby Mackenzie-Harris 

Jordan Mathas-Carleton 

Caitlin McPhee 

Kendall Messer 

Gabrielle Minards 

Zhara Nash 

Charlotte Nguyen 

Clara O'Loghlin 

John Paik 

Alison Rose 

Barristers and Experts 

Flynn Rush 

Cory Scherer 

Adam Sillett 

Anna Simpson 

Taranjeet Singh 

Vanessa Stokell 

Emma Szczotko 

Matt Turner 

Dan Tweedale 

Caitlin Walker 

Bonny Wallace 

Melissa Ward 

EDO Qld extends thanks to the Barristers and experts who have given their time either pro bono, or for reduced 
fees, to enable our clients to bring their important cases to court. 

Barristers Experts
Dr Chris McGrath A/Prof John Webb 
Stephen Keim SC Rod Campbell 
Saul Holt QC Prof Adrian Werner 
Robert Quirk Dr Richard Denniss 
Dr Christopher Ward SC A/Prof Malte Meinshausen 
Mark Hinson QC Prof Ove Hoegh-Guldberg 
Jonathan Horton QC Tim Buckley 
Peter Callaghan QC Lindsay Agnew 
Judy Brien Dr Mike Olsen 
Anastasia Nicholas Brett Miller 
Angus Scott Jon Brodie 
Sally Robb Prof Michael Raupach 
Francis Walsh A/Prof Martine Maron 
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Fundraising  

After the withdrawal of all government funding in 
2013, raising funds has been constant hard work 
and a constant challenge. Even though we are 
very efficient and have low overheads, a large 
amount has been required. 

In 12 months we almost doubled our Twitter 
followers (297 to 580) and Facebook followers 
(1,707 to 3,123) and increased our subscriber 
list by more than 350% (680 to 2,500 - and 
then to 5,000 by October 2015). Increased sub-
scribers is part growing our donor base. 

July 2014 saw the end of our first major fundrais-
ing campaign, which grossed more than $75,000, 
not including an additional $15,000 from the 
community on top of the campaign. 

Environment groups showed us their support 
by holding their own fundraising events, such 
as the kind people at WPSQ Gold Coast who 
held a benefit dinner, raising over $1,000.  

In September the people of West End again voted 
us their charity of choice in the Grill’d Local Mat-
ters Program. That same month we were the bene-
ficiary of a Sydney art exhibition.  

EDO Qld staff, volunteers and supporters ran 
in the 2014 Bridge to Brisbane Fun Run, rais-
ing almost $2,000.  In November our first Triv-
ia Night raised another $2,000.  

In December 2014 we launched a Christmas cam-
paign, which raised more than $40,000. In June 
2015 we launched a special end-of-financial-year 
appeal, which raised another $70,000 . 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to all 
of our supporters. Thanks to you, we have 
achieved great things using the law to protect 
the environment in the public’s interest. 

Please keep giving so we can keep on working to 
protect the environment. 

Communications 

EDO Qld’s media presence increased in the  
second half of the financial year owing to  
several factors. Namely, the commencement of 
high profile cases including the Land Court  
objection to Carmichael, Judicial Review of  
Alpha, and wins on three cases relating to the 
Great Barrier Reef. With the assistance of our 
part-time media officer we were able to gain 
media coverage for EDO Qld. 

For example, during the first weeks of the Car-
michael objection, EDO Qld, and our CEO  

Jo-Anne Bragg, were featured in over 200 arti-
cles Australia-wide. Since then, we have aided 
several media opportunities including Lateline 
debates, interviews with the Project and 7.30 Re-
port, and arranged op-eds with publications such 
as ABC Environment and The Canberra Times.  

We have also assisted third parties, including me-
dia, clients and others, with background legal 
information. 

Find our more about EDO Qld work at www.edoqld.org.au 
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Treasurers Report 2014-2015 

In 2014-2015, EDO Qld became a 100% citizen 
funded organisation. For the first time in 23 
years, we did not receive government funding. 
Our supporters have risen to the challenge, giv-
ing a record number of donations (1318 individ-
ual donations, totalling $587,843) to enable 
EDO Qld to continue our vital work:  empower-
ing people to use the law to protect the environ-
ment in the public interest. Those donations 
were in many cases inspired by specific devel-
opment and mining proposals that needed scru-
tiny or challenge.  

The contributions included a generous contribu-
tion from the Thomas Foundation towards legal 
work to protect the Great Barrier Reef. 

For financial stability of our organisation, so we 
can keep delivering outcomes for the communi-
ty and the environment, we need funds from a  
variety of sources, including individual dona-
tions, government, Foundations, and events. 
Money specifically donated for organisational 
development has enabled EDO Qld to establish 
a fundraising plan, which includes regular mail 
appeals. We employ an excellent part-time 
fundraiser in Paul Perovic. One future fundrais-
ing focus will be on building income from regu-
lar donations. At the time of writing, we have 
nearly 70 monthly donors. 

I encourage you, if you have not already done 
so, to become a monthly donor: you can sign up 
at www.givenow.com.au/edo. Donations are tax 
deductible. 

EDO Qld staff and Management Committee are 
keenly aware of our responsibility to use these 
donations wisely and conservatively, and to keep 
overheads low. Audited annual reports are filed 
with the Register of Environmental Organisa-
tions, the Australian Charities and Non Profits 
Commission and The Office of Fair Trading in 
Queensland.  

The new Queensland State government commit-
ted to refund EDO and we are expecting partial 
funds in December 2015. We greatly appreciate 
the recognition by the new State government of 
the important public interest role of our office,  
and that government funding is appropriate and 
needed. That funding will be a valuable and nec-
essary part of the funding mix for our office. 

On behalf of the management committee, I ex-
tend heartfelt thanks to all of our donors and 
supporters.  

The audited financial reports are attached. 

Anne-Maree Elliott 

Treasurer 

http://www.givenow.com.au/edo�
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