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What is EDO Qld?

• Non-profit, non-government community 
legal centre = free legal advice

• Practice public interest environmental law
• Casework, law reform and education
• EDO Network around Australia - ANEDO
• Funded mostly via State and Cth Legal Aid 

but rely on memberships and donations
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Main Queensland laws on 
climate change and biodiversity

• National Parks and protected 
wildlife laws

• No explicit climate change 
focus, but could call for:

– Conservation orders for 
threatening process

– Listing/upgrading species 
due to climate vulnerability

(1) Nature Conservation Act 1992 (Qld)
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Main Queensland laws on climate 
change and biodiversity, cont.

• Tree clearing laws
• Reducing GHG emissions 

one of 7 purposes in the Act, 
but vegetation not valued for 
its carbon or biodiversity

• Could call for:
– Declare areas of high 

nature conservation value
– Recognise carbon value

(2) Vegetation Management Act 1999 (Qld)
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Main Queensland laws on climate 
change and biodiversity, cont.

• Town planning and urban 
development laws

• No explicit climate change focus, 
but could call for: 
– Decisions to achieve purpose: 

ecological sustainability
– Assessment of climate impacts

• Climate Change State Planning 
Policy coming – have regard to in 
planning schemes and assessing 
development applications

(3) Integrated Planning Act 1997 (Qld)



6

Main Queensland laws on climate 
change and biodiversity, cont.

• Pollution and mining laws
• Recent case Queensland 

Conservation Council v 
Xstrata, arguing Act can 
allow conditions on mines to 
avoid, reduce or offset GHG 
emissions – lost, won, then 
special legislation to 
overturn.

(4) Environmental Protection Act 1994 (Qld)
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Main Queensland laws on climate 
change and biodiversity, cont.

• Coastal protection laws
• State and Regional Coastal 

Management Plans are State 
Planning Policies = have 
regard to in development 
assessment

• Plans recognise storm surges & 
cyclone hazards, discourage 
development in sensitive areas

(5) Coastal Protection & Management Act 1995
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Main Commonwealth law on 
climate change and biodiversity

• Protects matters of national 
environmental significance

• Assessment process – “all 
adverse impacts” should include 
climate change

• Bowen Coal case – mine’s 
GHGs too small a contribution 
to global climate change, no 
specific link to damage to GBR

• EPBC Act needs GHG trigger

Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) “EPBC Act”
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More resources by EDO Qld

• Publications - Community Litigants 
Handbook; Getting Involved in Planning

• Check out www.edo.org.au/edoqldfor useful 
resources (eg factsheets)

• Subscribe to our free monthly e-Bulletin
• Ring us for public interest legal advice 
• Support EDO - become a member or donor

THANK YOU!


