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• The importance of planning to 
environmental protection and growth 
strategies

• The importance of planning to 
development decision making
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Why get involved in planning under IPA?
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Most common planning instruments:

• Planning Schemes (‘local town plans’), with 
Desired Environmental Outcomes (DEOs) 
instead of prohibitions

• State Planning Policies

• The South East Queensland Regional Plan

• Local Growth Management Strategies and 
Structure Plans
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• Strategic Plan 
• Areas and Assessment Processes

• Local Plans

• Codes and Related Provisions

• Infrastructure Contributions

• Planning Scheme Policies

• Designations, technical and supporting info
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Example from BCC planning scheme, Citywide 
DEO on Natural environment and waterways: 
“Maintain and restore the City’s biodiversity through:

(a) Natural assets– identifying, assessing, protecting & 
restoring the City’s significant natural & semi-natural 
environments, fauna & flora habitats & ecological 
processes and linkages;

(b) Development control- restricting development in 
envtally sensitive areas & incorporating measures to 
mitigate & manage adverse development impacts”
(etc)
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Performance criteria and acceptable solutions

Extract from BCC Biodiversity Code:
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A5  Impacts on the surface and 
ground water flow patterns of the 
subject waterway or wetland are 
minimised
Note: Information used to demonstrate the 
above is collected and presented in accordance 
with the principles and procedures of the 
Stormwater Management Information Code 
and the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Planning Scheme Policy

P5  Ecological features and 
processes associated with 
waterways and wetlands must not 
be significantly and adversely 
impacted by changes in 
hydrological regimes, including 
wet/dry regimes

Waterways and wetlands
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• Any person – from anywhere
• Any group – whether incorporated or 

not
• No limit to the number of 

submissions
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• Statement of Proposals 
(minimum 40 business days) 

• Draft Planning Scheme 
(minimum 60 business days)

• Draft amendments (any time, or as 
part of 8 yearly review)
(minimum 30 business days)
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• Must be written
• Name and address of each person 

making the submission
• Be signed by each person
• Be received on the last day of the 

consultation period
Cont……
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• State the grounds of the submission 
and the facts and circumstances 
relied on in support of those grounds

• Be sent to the local government or 
Minister depending on who is 
proposing the scheme
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• Can include impact on individual or 
community amenity; adverse traffic, noise 
air and water quality impacts; land and soil 
quality; biodiversity impacts; need for 
habitat protection; energy usage. 

• IPA requires that the Council must seek to 
achieve ecological sustainability when 
drafting or amending a planning scheme.
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• Make it easy to read
• Keep it organised – use 

headings
• Refer back to the proposals
• Highlight and summarise

your key recommendations
Cont…
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• Set out your concerns and give 
examples

• Keep the submission focused on 
matters that the planning scheme 
can actually deal with.
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