Ocean Protection: Its time to ACT
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Ocean Threats

The three greatest threats facing Australia’s
oceans today are:

* Human induced climate change

* Lack of integrated and coordinated oceans
governance

» Commercial and recreational fishing

Climate Change

Ocean temperatures vary little over time

A one degree rise in ocean temperature
could be devastating for marine species,
ecosystems, processes and fisheries

Oceans Governance

Coordination and Cooperation lacking
Regional Marine Plans (RMPs) toothless

National Representative System of Marine
Protected Areas (NRSMPA) still not established

Commercial and Recreational
Fishing

The direct extraction of large quantities of
fish, along with the associated destruction
that fishing causes, is the greatest
immediate threat facing our oceans

Seafood Facts

Over 500 marine species are sold as seafood in
Australia and overseas each year

About 60 marine and freshwater species are
harvested from aquaculture farms

Over 60 per cent of seafood sold in Australia is
now imported




« Australian fisheries are not productive on a
global scale (ranking only 55t in the world)

< About 16 methods of fishing used in Australia

* Most fisheries are “multi-species” fisheries

Fishing Gear

Solutions in Oceans Law

Climate Change
Oceans Governance

Commercial and Recreational Fishing

Climate Change

No one solution

Policies and practices needed to reduce Australia’s
greenhouse gas emissions and ensure that the international
community does the same

Must ensure resilience of marine ecosystems to cope with
climate change

Oceans Governance
National Oceans Act

Provide the legislative basis for ecosystem-based
oceans planning and management

Guide the implementation of Australia’s Oceans Policy
including RMPs and NRSMPA

Ensure that Ecosystem Based Management and the
Precautionary Principle underpin all policies and
practices which impact on our oceans

A National Oceans Act could also:

Integrate oceans management across jurisdictions
Address cumulative ocean impacts

Improve coordination between existing Commonwealth
legislation

Establish one lead agency (National Oceans Authority)
to oversee implementation of ocean policies




